
―69―

TheSituationandProspectofElderlyCarebyFemaleFamilyMembers
inJapan

YasuyoKOYAMA

Thepurposeofthisstudyis1)todescribetherecentsituationoffamilycare,2)toidentifythe

factorsthataffectafamilycaregiver'sdecision-makingtocontinuetowork,and3)todevelopa

qualitativeindexofthenumberofelderparentspermarriedcoupleaspotentialrecipients.

Datafromthe4thNationalSurveyonFamilyinJapanconductedbytheNationalInstituteof

PopulationandSocialSecurityResearchin2008wereemployed.Among8,189marriedwomen,

includingdivorcedandwidowed,1-2%ofthemhadaparent?theirownorhusband's?whoneed

careandlivingwiththem,and2-8%ofthemhaditwholiveinotherhousehold.Intheir40sand

50s,manyofthemweretakingcareoftheirparents,especiallyabout10%ofthemwereprimary

caregivers.

Alogisticregressionanalysisidentified"self-employed"and"caringfortheirownparent"as

statisticallysignificantdeterminantsoffemalecaregiver'sdecision-makingtocontinuetowork.In

contrast,increasingageandtakingcareoftheirchildpromptedgivinguptheirjob.

Finally,aspotentialcarerecipientsinthefuture,thenumberofelderlyparentspermarried

couplewasestimated.Itwassuggestedthatdecreaseinthenumberofsiblingsandincreaseinthe

numberofelderlyparentswouldenlargeaburdenonmarriedwomeninafewdecades.


