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DiversificationofMeasurestoSupportRaisingNext-GenerationChildren
－EvaluationoftheFirst-TermActionPlanandtheAnalysisofPatternsof

PolicyDiffusion－

KenjiKAMATA

Thepurposesofthispaperaretoevaluatethefirst-termactionplanbasedontheActon

AdvancementofMeasurestoSupportRaisingNext-GenerationChildrenandtoanalyzediffusion

andpolicyeffectsonmunicipalpolicyoutputs.Finally,itoutlinesthedirectionalityofmeasuresto

copewithalowbirthrateinthefuture.

InrelationtotheSeminarforConsiderationofaLowBirthRateSociety,aninvestigationcalled

theSurveyontheFirst-TermActionPlanBasedontheActonAdvancementofMeasuresto

SupportRaisingNext-GenerationChildrenforMunicipalGovernments(2010)wascarriedout.

Usingtheoutcomesofthissurvey,theauthoranalyzed:(1)theexecutionrateformeasuresby

populationsize;(2)municipalgovernmentpersonnelevaluationmeasures;(3)creationofamap

showingthedegreesofprogressandadoptionforeachmeasure;(4)diffusiondistributionusingan

S-shapedadoptioncurve;(5)diffusionandpolicyeffectsonmunicipalpolicyoutputs;(6)the

basicsoftheproblemofinsufficientnurseryschoolplacesforchildren;and(7)thedirectionality

ofthesecond-termactionplan.

Theresultsindicatedthatmunicipalgovernmentsneedmorefundingandrevenueauthorityto

copewithregionaldiversity.Demandforchildcaretendstobeconcentratedinurbanareas,while

inruralareas,settlementmeasuresaredesired.Anevenmoreimportantconsiderationistherevival

ofregionalcommunitiestorealizecooperationamongresidents,low-costchildcareandstronger

tiesinsuchareas.Theanalysisofdiffusioneffectsconfirmedthediversityofmunicipalpolicies,

anditishopedthatthistrendwillcontinue.


