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Regionalvariationofmarriagebehavior:Ananalysisofdelayedmarriages
andincreasedunmarriedpopulation

TakeshiKUDO

Inthispaper,weexaminetheregionalvariationsofmarriagepatternsinJapanbyanalyzing

delayedmarriagesandanincreasedproportionofsinglepersonsamongyoungergenerations.

Accordingtothereferencesurveyonthisresearchtopic,wecouldnotclearlyidentifythescientific

factorsorhypothesisassociatedwiththeregionalvariationinthemarriagebehaviorpatterns,

particularlyinasocietydecliningtolowfertility.

Fromananalyticalviewpointofthesocialanthropologicalstudyofregionalcharacteristicson

familynormsandfamilialbehavior,weexaminedregionalvariationsofmarriagepatternsusingthe

sexratiooftheunmarriedpopulationasprovidedbythenationalcensus.

Resultsofthisstudyshowthattheproportionofthemaleunmarriedpopulationwasrelatively

highamongeasternprefecturesinJapan.Incontrast,theproportionoffemaleswasclearlyhigh

amongwesternprefectures.Foramoredetailedanalysis,weexaminedthepopulationsexratioas

perthemunicipaldatawithinIwateandNagasaki,theprefecturesthathavethetraditionalregional

characteristicsoffamilynormsandfamilialbehavior.

Bycomparingdataforthetwoprefectures,wefoundarelationshipbetweentheunmarriedratio

andthesexratio.Regionalmigrationsfromruralprefecturestourbanareashaveanimportant

effectontheunbalancedsexratioamongtheyoungergenerations.InIwateprefecture,amongthe

youngergenerations,mentendtostaybackbecauseoftherelativeimportanceofadetainingeffect

intheirregion.Furthermore,inNagasakiprefecture,femalesamongtheyoungergenerationsare

morelikelytocontinuelivingintheirparents'residentialareaasadetainingeffect.


