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HouseholdFormationBehaviorsinJapanandKorea

ToruSUZUKI

ItisknownthatwhilemenleaveparentalhomelaterthanwomeninWesterndeveloped

countries,menleavehomeearlierthanwomeninJapan.Thispatterniscausedbythestrong

tendencyofJapanesementoleavehomebeforemarriagethatovercomesthedifferenceinageat

firstmarriage.ThispaperinspectsthecensusresultsoftheRepublicofKoreaandJapantofindif

suchapatternexistsinKorea.Theproportionof"childorgrandchildofhouseholdhead"inKorean

menaged20-24issmallerthanJapanesemenduetothemilitaryservice.Thisfactsuggeststhat

KoreanmenleavehomeearlierthanKoreanwomen,andthatthesexdifferenceisevenlargerthan

inJapan.ItisalsoshownthatthemarriagepostponementismoredrasticinKoreathaninJapan.

Thus,thedelayinhome-leavingshouldalsobemoredrasticinKorea.Althoughthepropensityto

livealoneamongyoungwomeninKoreaislowerthaninJapan,itisthoughttobehigherthanin

SouthernEurope.

ThedrasticchangeofKoreanfamilyisnotlimitedtohome-leavingandmarriagebutalsofound

infertilitydecline.SuchdisastrousfamilychangescouldbeattributedtotheConfucianfamily

patternthatisverydifferentfromEuropeandJapan.WhilethetraditionalJapanesefamilypattern

wassomewhatsimilartoEurope,theConfucianfamilypatternwasmorepatriarchicand

authoritarian.ItissupposedthatthemoredistantthefamilypatternisfromEuropeanpattern,the

moredrasticfamilychangestendtobe.IfNorthern-WesternEuropeisthemosttypicalcaseof

feudalfamilysystem,SouthernEuropeandJapanwerethecasesoffeudalfamilyinfluencedby

patriarchicandauthoritarianpatternofRomanfamily,IslamicfamilyorConfucianfamily.While

thefamilywasthebasicmodelforallsocialorganizationinConfuciansociety,theJapanesefamily

haditsmodelinmaster-servantrelation.Ontheotherhand,theYidynastyofKoreaenforced

ConfucianismonKoreanpeopleandKoreansocietybecamemoreConfucianisticthanChina

immediatelybeforethemodernization.Suchadifferenceinthefamilypatternatthebeginningof

modernizationhascausedthedifferenceinfamilychangesinJapanandKorea.




