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MarriedWomen’sConceptionsof“Family”:
DefiningConditions,FunctionsandConstituents
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Basedonthedatafrom theFourthNationalFamilyandHouseholdSurveyconductedby

theNationalInstituteofPopulationandSocialSecurityResearchin2008,thispaperexamined

howcurrentlymarriedwomenconceptualize“family”withrespectto:(1)conditionsconsidered

necessaryforaunittobeafamily,(2)functionsafamilyperforms,and(3)kinwhoare

includedinthefamily.Theresultsshowedthatalltheconditionsspecifiedinthisanalysis

tendtobeseenasimportant:thehighestimportancewasplacedonintimacy,asindicated

byemotionaltiesandaspacewhereindividualscanbethemselves,followedbybloodties

andsharingdailylife.Asforthefunctionsperformedbyafamily,providingemotional

comfortandbearingandraisingchildrenwererecognizedasimportanttothesamedegree.

Thefindingsonwhetherparticularkinareincludedasfamilyshowedthatunmarriedchildren,

respondents’parentsandspouses’parentsareseenbythelargestproportionasfamily,

regardlessofwhethertheylivetogether,whilethegrandparentsofeithersideandthespouse’s

siblingswereconsideredbythelowestproportionasfamily.Comparisonsofresponsesby

citysize,age,presenceandageoftheyoungestchild,livingarrangementconcerningparents,

andlevelsofeducationandincomeshowedthatagemostconsistentlymadeadifferencein

thewayinwhichthewomenconceptualizefamily.Atthesametime,evenaftercontrolling

fortheeffectofage,othersocio-demographicfactorsshowedvaryingeffectsonthese

dimensionsoffamilyconception. Thesignificanteffectsofageoftheyoungestchildren

andlivingarrangementofparentsonthewaysinwhichwomendefineafamilysuggested

thattheextenttowhichwomenareaffectedbytheprocessofindividualismofafamilyis

mediatedthroughthedailyexperiencesorlifesituationofthewomen,inadditiontothe

largersocialcircumstancessharedbypeopleofaparticulargeneration.Theanalysesthat

extractedafewtypicalconceptionsofafamilyshowedthattwotypesofconceptualization

emergedasthemosttypical. Thefirsttypesaw intimacyasadefinitivequalityand

emphasizedobtainingemotionalcomfortasanimportantfunction,whichwasdisplayedby

15% ofthewomensurveyed,whotendedtobeyoung.Thesecondtypesawintimacy,joint

activitiesandlegal/biologicaltiesasdefinitivequalitiesandemphasizedraisingchildrenas

animportantfunction,whichwasshownin11% oftherespondents,whotendedtobeolder.


