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Thispaperaimstoexaminetheeffectsofchild-rearingwomen'ssocio-economicstatus

ontheirchildcarenetworks.Previousstudiesonthedeterminantsofsocialnetworkshave

confirmedthatpeoplewithhigherstatushavemorevariednetworksthanthosewithlower

status.However,fewstudieshaveexploredthedeterminantsofchildcaresupportnetworks.

Inthisstudy,datafrom theFourthNationalSurveyonFamilyinJapanwasanalyzed.

Thetargetofanalyseswasasubsetofmarriedfemalerespondentswhosechildrenwere

threeyearsoldoryounger.Twotypeofchildcaresupportnetworkswereassessed:(1)a

personoranagencythattherespondentscouldrelyonwhentheywereworriedaboutchild

careand(2)apersonoranagencythatcaredfortherespondent'sfirstchildwhenhe/she

wasyoungerthanthreeyearsofage.

Thefindingsfromthisstudyareasfollows:(1)theacademicbackgroundofthewifeand

heremploymentstatusinfluencethechild-rearingnorm,buthersocio-economicstatusdoes

nothaveadirectinfluenceonthesupportnetwork.(2)Wives'employmenthasadirect

positiveeffectontheuseofpublicservicesforchild-rearing.(3)Traditionalchild-rearing

normshaveanegativeinfluenceontheuseofpublicservicesforchild-rearing.(4)Husbands'

incomerestrictsthetraditionalchild-rearingnorm.Theseresultsshowthattheprocessof

formationofchildcaresupportnetworksdiffersfrom theformationofsocialnetworksthat

arebasedonsociabilityandfriendship.Theimplicationsofthesefindingsarediscussed.


