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Intergenerationalassistanceforamarriedadultchild

MasakazuYAMAUCHI

UsingtheFourthNationalSurveyonFamily,Iexaminewhatdeterminesintergenerational

assistanceformarriedadultchildrenwhodonotlivewiththeirparents.Inparticular,this

concernsassistancetomarriedadultchildrenwithregardtomarriageexpenses,loansfor

homeownership,expensesforgrandchildren,childcareduringchildbirth,careforgrandchildren,

advicewhenproblemsarefaced,andthedegreeofgrandchild-relatedsupport.

Iexaminedwhetherparentsprovidedassistance,andIfoundthatdifferencesexistedin

thetypeofsupportoffered.Forexample,thepercentageofparentswhoprovidedsupport

tothemarriedadultchildformarriageexpenseswasabove50%,whereaslessthan20%

oftheparentsprovidedsupportforhomeownershiploans.However,82.4% oftheparents

providedatleastoneform ofsupport,andover60% oftheparentsprovidedgrandchild-

relatedsupporttothemarriedadultchild.

Iexaminethefollowingsixfactorsforexplainingtheassistanceprovidedtoamarried

adultchild:socialstratificationfactors,factorsoftheparents’intentiontowardtheirchildren,

attributesofthemarriedadultchild,factorsofgenerationalinheritance,thedistancebetween

theparentsandthemarriedadultchild,andthefrequencyofconversationbetweenthe

parentsandthemarriedadultchild.Thesocialstratificationfactorshadalmostnoeffect,

buttheotherfivefactorsexplainedtoacertainextenttheprovisionofintergenerational

assistancetoamarriedadultchild.


