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Japanhasexperiencedagrowthinthenumberofimmigrantsforapproximatelythelast

twodecades.Thenumberofforeignpopulationrosefrom 0.8Millionsin1980to2.2

millionsin2009.Migrationhasdemographiceffectsonthehostsocietythroughnotonly

theinfluxoroutflow ofpersonsbutalsotheirreproductionbehaviors.Inthispaper,the

numberofbirthstoandtotalfertilityrate（TFR）offoreignmothersisconsideredinorder

toexaminetheirimpactonthenumberofbirthsandTFRinJapan.Theresultsareas

follows.

Thenumberofbirthstoforeignmothersincreasedfrom thelate1980stoaroundthe

mid-1990sandthenapproximatedthelevelinthemid20,000range.Duringthisperiod,

whilethenumberofbirthstoKoreanmothersdecreasedfrom 9,030in1987to4,213in

2008,thosetotheChinesemothersincreasedfrom 1,463to7,905inthesameyears.The

spatialdistributionofbirthstoforeignmotherswasobservedtobegreaterinmetropolitan

areasthanitwasinnon-metropolitanareas.Whenexaminingtheproportionofforeign

mothers'birthstothetotalbirths,the“Chubuchiho”（thecentralpartofJapan）also

showedhighfiguresinadditiontometropolitanareas.Nevertheless,thesefiguresarelower

ascomparedtothoseinEurope.

TheTFRfiguresaredifferentdependingonwhethercensusdataorregistrationdataare

used;however,TFRofforeignmothersinJapaniswellbelow thereplacementlevelas

opposedtothatinEurope,whereitisabovethereplacementlevel.

WithrespecttotheTFRofforeignmothersbynationality,therewerecasesthatshowed

considerablyhighTFR,suchasPhilippineandThaimothersin1995,butthisdifferencein

theTFRofJapanesemothersdrasticallyreducedinthe2000s.Thegeographicalpatternsof

TFR offoreignmotherschangedfrom thehighestfiguresinthe“Tohokuchiho”（the

northernpartofJapan）in1995tothehighestfiguresinthe“Kantochiho”（theeastern

partofJapan）and“Tokaichiho”（thesoutheasternpartofJapan）in2005.

TheimpactofTFRofforeignmothersonJapan'sTFRwasrathersmall,anditresulted

inreducingtheTFRratherthanincreasingit.


