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AsymmetryinIntergenerationalTransferstoHusbands’andWives’Mothers
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Usingthe2008FourthNationalSurveyonFamilyinJapan,Iexaminehowadultdaughters

whodonotco-residewithmothers/mothers-in-laworganizetransfersofassistance(financial,

emotional/personalcare)toagingmothersandwhethertheamountandlikelihoodoftransfer

differbyfamilylineage.Themajorityofassistanceprovidedtoagingmothersisemotional

andpersonalcare.Few adultdaughtersprovidesolelyfinancialorbothfinancialand

emotional/personalcare.Theshareofmothersreceivingemotional/personalcarefrom adult

daughtersismuchhigherformothersthanmothers-in-law.Incontrast,althoughthenumber

ofmothersreceivingfinancialassistanceisverylimited,theshareofmothersreceiving

financialassistanceisslightlyhigherformothers-in-lawthanmothers.

Thedeterminantsofassistancevarybytypeofcare,recipient,andpatternsofparental

survival.Primarily,adultdaughtersareresponsivetoneedsofbothmothersandmothers-

in-law.Personalcareassistanceisalsosensitivetothedistancebetweencaregiversandcare

recipients.Withrespecttothefinancialassistance,daughtersaremoresensitivetofinancial

needsofmothers-in-law,whiletheyaremoreresponsivetopersonalcareneedsoftheirown

mothers.Also,daughtersworkingfull-timeandthoseself-employedaremorelikelytoassist

theirmothersonly. Theresultimpliesthatdistributionofresourcesbydaughtersisbased

alsoongendernormsandstructuralfactorssuchasdistancebetweendaughtersandmothers

(mothers-in-law),sibsizeanditscomposition.


