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CorrelatesofCohabitationinEastAsia:withspecialreferencetothe
effectsofeducation

HiroshiKOJIMA

Thisarticlepresentstheresultsofcomparativeanalysisofcohabitationanditscorrelates,

drawingonmicrodatafromthe2009SurveyonComparativeStudyofFamilyPoliciesinEastAsia

(Korea,SingaporeandJapan）andthe2005ComparativeOpinionSurveyonDeclining-Birthrate

Societies(KoreaandJapanonly）,whichwereconductedbytheSectionforMeasuresagainst

DecliningBirthrate,Director-GeneralforPoliciesonCohesiveSociety,CabinetOffice(Japanese

Government）.

Theresultsoflogitanalysesshowthatagesinthelatetwentiesandfortiesandtheirinteraction

withhighereducationtendtohavepositiveeffectsoncurrentcohabitationandcohabitation

experienceinthethreecountries,whilethemaineffectsofhighereducationtendtobenegative.

Theresultsofproportionalhazardsmodelsrevealthatpremaritalcohabitationtendstohave

positiveeffectsonthetimingofmarriageandchildbearingamongJapanesemenandwomenas

wellasSingaporeanwomen,whilepremaritalcohabitationtendstohavenegativeeffectsonthe

timingofchildbearingamongfemalecollegegraduatesinJapanandSingaporebutpositiveeffects

amongmalecollegegraduatesinKorea.

Insum,theredoesnotseemtobetoomuchcommonalityamongthethreecountriesinthe

determinantsofcorrelatesofcohabitation,exceptforafewbetweenKoreaandJapan.The

combinationofcountriesand/orgenderwithcommondeterminantsoftenvariesbycorrelate.

Nevertheless,thenegativeeffectsofageandeducationoncohabitationanditscorrelatesarefound

tobesharedtendenciesamongthethreecountries.Thisarticlealsorevealstheunexpectedresult

that,recentlyinJapan,femalecollegegraduateshavebeenmorelikelytoexperiencecohabitation

intheirlatetwenties,contrarytothegeneraltendencyamongcollegegraduates.


