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Migrationandhouseholdchangesoftheelderlywholivedin"one-person"
or"marriedcoupleonly"households5yearsearlier

MasatoSHIMIZU

Thispaperaimsatclarifyingthecharacteristicsofmigrationandhouseholdchangesofthe

elderlywhosehouseholdtypeswere"one-person"or"marriedcoupleonly"5yearsearlier,by

usingthedataofthe"FifthNationalSurveyonHouseholdChanges2004"(byNationalInstituteof

PopulationandSocialSecurityResearch).Analysesofthedatarevealedthefollowingpoints.1)

Themajorityoftheelderlyexaminedhereremainedinthesametypesofhouseholdasthoseof5

yearsearlier.Theirratesofmigrationweregenerallylow.2)Theelderlywhohadbelongedto

"one-person"households5yearsearliershowhighermigrationratesthanthosewhohadlivedin

"marriedcoupleonly"households.3)Migrationrateswerequitehighamongthosewhochanged

theirhouseholdtypesto"other"(otherthantheabovetwohouseholdcategories).Elderlymigrants

withthispatternofhouseholdchangecompriseonlyseveralpercentoftheelderlyexaminedhere.

Inthispatternofhouseholdchange,however,atleastsomeone(usuallyfamilymembers)migrated

tojointheelderly,evenwhentheelderlyremainedinthesameplace.Toevaluatethequantitative

importanceof"elderly-related"migration,itmaybeusefultotakeintoconsiderationthe

movementsoftheseothermembersofthehousehold(oftenthenon-elderly).4)Theagesofthe

femaleelderlywhomigratedandchangedtheirhouseholdtypeto"other"tendtobehigh.


