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Lowest-LowFertilityandGovernmentalInterventioninKorea

ToruSUZUKI

Thefirstpartofthispaperexaminesthedrasticfertilitydeclineanditsdeterminantsinthe

RepublicofKorea.Aclaimthatdecliningtraditionalfamilyvalueisacauseoflowfertilityis

doubtfulconsideringmoderatelylowfertilityinEuropeanandNorthernAmericandeveloped

countrieswithadvancedindividualism.Adecompositionanalysisrevealsthat31.5%offertility

declinebetween2000and2005isattributedtonuptialitydeclinewhile68.5%isexplainedbythe

declineinmaritalfertility.Socio-economicchangesinthepost-modernerasuchasincreasing

demandforhumaninvestments,shifttomaturedeconomywithlowgrowthrate,andfemalelabor

forceparticipationaremoreexaggeratedthaninJapan.Thus,sharpriseineducationalcost,

worsenedlabormarketconditionforyoungworkers,andlowcompatibilitybetweenwife'swork

andthefamilyrolearethoughttohavehadmoredrasticimpactonfertility.

ThesecondpartexaminesSaeromajiPlanthatannouncedin2006tocopewithlowfertilityin

Korea.Theplanincludesvariousmeasuresoffinancialsupports,daycareservices,reproductive

health,andimprovementofcompatibilitybetweenworkandthefamily.Althoughtheplanreflects

conservativefamilyvaluethatemphasizesconventionalmarriageandparenthood,theeffectis

suspiciousbecausethestrongfamilisminEasternAsiaseemstobeonereasonoflowerfertility

thanindividualisticWesterncountries.Sincechildallowancewasnotintroduced,thegovernmental

budgetforpronatalpolicyisstillmuchlowerthanJapanandtheUnitedStates.Itisforeseenthat

Korea,asJapan,willsustainasmallgovernmentandneo-liberalisticpolicies.


