
―34―

RecentTrendsinFirstMarriageandDivorceandtheirEffectsonFertility
ChangeinJapan
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InmakingassumptionsaboutfuturefertilityratesforJapan'sNationalPopulationProjections

releasedbytheNationalInstituteofPopulationandSocialSecurityResearchin2006,we

developedamodelinwhichfuturefertilityratesarepredictedbytrendsindivorce,widowhood,

andremarriageaswellasfirstmarriage.Inthispaper,thismodelwasappliedtoshowhowchanges

infirstmarriagebehavioranddivorcebehaviorhavecontributedtothedeclineinperiodandcohort

fertilityrates.TheestimatednumberoffirstmarriagesanddivorcesofJapanesewomenintheyear

ofoccurrenceratherthantheyearofregistrationwasusedtoobtainmeasuresthatbestreflectthese

behavioralchanges.Resultsshowedthatthedownwardtrendinmarriageratescontinuedwhilethe

incidenceofmarriagesprecededbypregnancy,whichdramaticallyincreasedinthelate1990s,

cametoaplateauafter2000.Accordingtothesimulationresults,over80percentofthedeclinein

TFRbetween2000and2005wasexplainedbythechangeinfirstmarriagebehavior.The

proportionoffemaleswithdivorceexperiencebyage50wasestimatedtoincreasefrom18percent

forthe1955birthcohorttoover30percentforthe1970birthcohort.However,thecontribution

ofincreaseindivorceratetofertilitydeclinewasrelativelylimited.Thesimulationsalsoindicate

thatifdivorcebehaviorhadremainedconstantatlevelsobservedforthe1960birthcohort,the

cohortTFRforthe1990birthcohortwouldhaveincreasedbyonly3percentincomparisonwith

themediumvalueusedinthepopulationprojection.


