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Recognitionoftheindispensabilityofpopulationprojectionsinplanningandimplementing

policymeasuresisexpandinginmanyofthedevelopedsocietiesfacingthehistoricaldemographic

transitionofthenewcentury.Nonetheless,therapidandunexpectedtransformationofpeople'slife

coursesmakestheprospectsofpopulationandsocietyhighlyunclear.Inthispaper,weexplicate

andexaminethefundamentalaspectsofpopulationprojectionsandtheirmethodological

frameworksindetailsothattheuserscanhandleitproperlyinformulatingmodelsoffuture

societiesononehand,andsothatdeveloperscanexpandtheprojection'scapabilitiesinto

appropriatedirectionsontheother.Firstwediscussedonthenatureofpredictioninsocialsciences

ingeneral,usingtheofficialpopulationprojectionasarepresentative.Whetherapopulation

projectionwillprovideaforecast(unconditionalprediction)ornotdependsonwhetherthe

assumptionsareconsideredtobea"forecast".Ingeneral,however,theprojectionshouldbeseen

asaconditionalpredictionassumingthatthetraitsofsocietygoastheyhavegonefrompasttothe

present,sincenopresentscientificmethodtellsthefutureeventsotherwise.Thereforethe

prerequisiteofofficialpopulationprojectionsisthecombinationofthebeststatisticaldata

availableandtheavailablescientificmethodtogetherwithfulfillingthe"accountabilities".

Secondlytheissuesofuncertaintyandincorporationofsocio-economicvariablesintoofficial

populationprojectionsareexaminedwithsomewhatnegativeconclusions.Thenwebriefly

reviewedthehistoryofthemethodologicaldevelopmentfromitsbeginningtothepresentin

relationtodemographicbackgroundandtheneedsofthesocieties.Thisreviewrevealsthatthere

wasatimeofdifficultywithdemographicprojectionsrightaftertheWorldWarIIduringthe

demographictransitionwithbabyboomsinmanyofthedevelopedcountries.Thesituation

surroundingtheprojectionduringthatperiodhassomesimilaritytothepresent.Finallythenew

featureoftheframeworkofthelatestprojectionwhichistunedfortheageoflifecourse

transformationandglobalizationisdescribed.Alloftheargumentspresentedhereareaimedto

rousediscussionsinmanyassociatedfieldstoexpandpublicunderstandingsandusesofpopulation

projectionsasascientifictoolinunderstandingthepossibleshapeoffuturesociety.




