
―75―

FeelingsaboutParentalandFriends'MaritalRelationshipsandExposure
toMarriageandChildrearing:AnalysesofPerceptionof

MarriageandDesiretoMarry

SaoriKAMANO

Usingthedataofnever-marriedpersonsfromthe13thNationalFertilitySurveyconductedin2005

bytheNationalInstituteofPopulationandSocialSecurityResearch,Iexaminedtwoareasrelevant

toperceptionofmarriage,namely,(1)one'sfeelingsaboutthemarriedlivesofpeoplearound[(a)

whetheroneenviesparents'maritalrelationships;and(b)whetheronefindsfriendswhoare

marriedhappy],and(2)theextenttowhichonehasexposuretomarriageandchildrearingindaily

life[(c)whetheronehasmanyfriendsandsiblingswhoareraisingchildren,and(d)whetherone

oftenhearsfromthemassmediaandpeoplearoundthatmarriage,childbirthandraisingchildren

aredifficultwork].

Ifirstexaminedtherelationshipsbetweenthesefourvariablesandsocio-economicfactors,such

asage,levelofeducation,employmentstatus,aswellasotherfactors,suchasheterosexual

partnershipstatus,whetherone'sparentslivetogetherandattitudestowardmarriageandfamily,

throughcross-tabulationanalysesandorderedlogitanalyses.Majorfindingsincludefirst,whether

onehasgraduatedfrom universitycontributestoapositiveevaluationofparents'marital

relationshipsandlowersthetendencyofbeingsurroundedbyfriendsandsiblingswhoareraising

children;second,havingmoreliberalattitudestowardmarriageandfamilylowersone'sevaluation

ofotherpeople'smaritalrelationshipsandlowersthetendencyofbeingsurroundedbyfriendsand

siblingswhoareraisingchildren.

Next,Iundertookanorderedlogitanalysistoexaminetheeffectsofthefourvariables[(a)to(d)

above]onone'swillingnesstomarry,whichismeasuredbya6-pointscaleoftheattitudinal

closenesstomarriage,rangingfromhavingnointentiontomarrytowantingtogetmarriedwithin

ayear.Thestatisticallysignificanteffectsindicatethatperceivingfriendswhoaremarriedasbeing

happyandhavinghadmanyfriendsandsiblingswhoareraisingchildrenincreaseone'sdesireto

marry,evenaftercontrollingforvariousfactors,includingage,levelofeducation,employment

status,heterosexualpartnershipstatus,whetherone'sparentslivetogether,theattitudestoward

marriageandfamily,thenumberofchildrendesired,andwhetheroneiscohabiting.Thefindings

confirmedtheimportanceintheresearchexaminingdesiretomarryandtheperceptionofmarriage

ingeneraloflookingatthesubjectivefeelingstowardmarriageaswellaspersonalcontactwith

peopleexperiencingmarriageandexposuretoinformationaboutmarriageandchildrearing.Itwas

suggestedthatinfutureresearch,itisnecessarytodevelopbetterindicatorsthatcancapture

complexandmulti-dimensionalfeelingsaboutmaritalrelationshipsofparentsandfriendsand

personalexposuretomaritalexperiences.Inaddition,itisnecessarytoanalyzeamodelthattakes

intoanaccountreciprocalrelationshipsbetweendesiretomarryontheonehand,andthefeelings

aboutparentalandfriends'maritalrelationshipsandtheamountofexposuretomarriageand

childrearingontheother.




