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GenerationalDifferencesinTransitiontoFirstMarriage:
AFocusonEducationalStandardsandAll-GirlsSchoolsinJapan

MarikoNAKAMURA

Researchonmarriagehasfocusedonwomen'seducationalachievementandattainment.How-

ever,academiccontentandschoolenvironmenthavebeenignored,althoughchoicesareinfluenced

bywomen'spreferencesandtheirfamilies'preferencesandcircumstances.Inaddition,schools

functionasplacestofindaspouse,soattendingschoolisstronglyrelatedtomaritalbehavior.

Therefore,thisstudycomparedtheprobabilitiesoffirstmarriageofthosewhograduatedfromedu-

cationalinstitutionsforgirls/womentothosewhograduatedfromcoeducationalinstitutions.The

term"educationalinstitutionforwomen"referstohighschools,juniorcolleges,anduniversitiesfor

femalestudents.Coeducationalhighschools,vocationalschools,anduniversitiesaredefinedas

"coeducationalinstitutions."

First,Ireviewedtheeducationalattainmentofwomeninpost-WWIIJapanandidentifiedthe

changestothecompositionsoftheschoolsfromwhichwomenlastgraduatedbybirthcohort.

Then,eventhistoryestimations(adiscrete-timelogitmodel)revealedthat,forthosewhosetermi-

naldegreewashighschool,theprobabilityoffirstmarriageofawomanwhograduatedfromaco-

educationalhighschoolwashigherthanforthosewhograduatedfromanall-girlsseniorhigh

school.Regardinggraduationfromhighereducationalinstitutions(includingvocationalschools),

womenwhograduatedfromeducationalinstitutionsforwomenhadahigherprobabilityoffirst

marriagethanwomenwhograduatedfromcoeducationalinstitutions.Althoughtheresultscouldbe

confirmedforthe1960sthroughearly1970sfemalebirthcohorts,findingscouldnotbeconfirmed

forearlierorlaterbirthcohorts.Notably,inthe1980birthcohort,firstmarriageamongwomen

whograduatedfromvocationalschoolwasmorelikelythanamongthosewhograduatedfromjun-

iorcollege(includingtechnicalcollege).




