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TrendsinTotalMaritalFertilityRates:AnExplanationbySocioeconomic
Developments,GenderRegime,andReproductiveTechnology

ShoheiYODAandMihoIWASAWA

Therolesofthreedomains,namelysocioeconomicdevelopments,genderregime,andrepro-

ductivetechnology,arewellemphasizedinexplainingfertilitychangesinthemodernandpost-

moderneras.Accordingtotheseperspectives,developedcountrieswithverylowfertilityrateswill

experiencefertilityupturnas(1)economicresourcesplayanadvantageousroleinreproduction

withinaslow-growtheconomy;(2)transformationofthegendersystemeaseswork-familycon-

flict;and(3)assistedreproductivetechnologiespartlymakeupforthe"lost"birthsresultingfrom

postponementofchildbearing.Inordertounderstandtowhatextentthismodeloffertilitychange

inanadvancedsocietyisapplicableinpost-warJapan,wepresentthetrendsinmaritalfertilityin-

dicesusingsurveydata.

UsingdatafromJapaneseNationalFertilitySurveysconductedfrom1977to2015,wedem-

onstratethetrendsintheperiodTotalMaritalFertilityRates(TMFR)anddescribethedifferential

trendsintheTMFRbysubpopulations.Wefoundthat,similartotheTotalFertilityRate,thetrend

oftheTMFRreversedaround2005fromthebottomlevelof1.79to2.12in2014.Thisupturnof

theTMFRisprominentamongmarriedcoupleswhowerepreviouslycharacterizedbylowermari-

talfertilitycomparedwiththeircounterparts(e.g.,wivesorhusbandswithacollegedegree,couples

withwiveswhohaveliberalgender-roleattitudes).Additionally,coupleswhohadundergonefer-

tilitytreatmentcontributedsignificantlytotheriseinmaritalfertility.Theseresultsaremostlycon-

sistentwiththeexplanationsforfertilitychangesinthedevelopedworld.WeconcludethatJapan

seemstobeinatransitionalphase,changingfroma"lowest-lowfertilitysociety"toa"low-fertility

society."




