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DelayedChildbearingandtheChangingAgeCompositionofWomen
whoDesireChildren

MihoIWASAWAandFusamiMITA

Themaincauseoflowest-lowfertilityinJapanisnotanincreaseintheprevalenceofwomen

whodonotintendtohaveanychildrenbutratherthepostponementofchildbearing.Weidentified

womenwhodesiredatleastone(additional)childusingresponsestoaquestionaboutfertility

intentionsintheNationalFertilitySurveys,anddescribedchangesinthesizeandcompositionof

thisgroupasaconsequenceofdelayedchildbearing.Thenumberofreproductiveagewomen

desiringachildincreased17%between1982and2005-from9.78millionto11.47million.Over

thesameperiod,thispopulationaged,withtheproportionatleast35yearsoldincreasing

dramaticallyfrom5%to15%.

Becausefemalefecunditydeclineswithage,thisagingofthepopulationofwomendesiring

additionalchildrenwillpresumablyresultinanincreaseininfertility.Focusingonwomenwho

reportvisitingaclinictoseekhelpinhavingachild,weusedatafromtheNationalFertility

SurveystoestimatethenumberofwomeninJapanwhoarereceivingexaminationsormedicalcare

relatedtofertility.Theseestimatesshowthat179thousandwomen(95%confidenceinterval,139

-220)werereceivingexaminationsormedicalcareatthesurveytimein2005.Amongthis

population,120thousandwomenarechildless,whileanother50thousandwithonechildarefacing

so-calledsecondaryinfertility.




