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A Study on Regional Differentials in Marital Fertility

Tsukasa SasAl

In this paper, the influences of socio-economic factors on regional differentials in completed
fertility and number of births among married couples are examined, using results from a series of
national representative fertility surveys.

In the results of analysis on marital fertility in the earlier stages of marriage, living in urban area,
wives age at marriage, coresidence with their parents are necessary variables determining marital
fertility. Regional differentials in number of births are robustly remained after controlling
socio-economic variables. Since differences in percentage of couples living in urban area and
cohabitation with their parents by region, in particular, are found, those factors influence on
widening gaps of number of births structurally between regions. Although wives job seem to
reduce fertility overall, this factor is found to restrict fertility differently in each region, analyzing
determinants of fertility by each region respectively.

There is not clear evidence of the impact of each variable on completed fertility to be witnessed,
whereas, marital fertility is considered to converge to a certain level nationally as diminishing
regional gaps through reproduction process.





