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AStudyonRegionalDifferentialsinMaritalFertility

TsukasaSASAI

Inthispaper,theinfluencesofsocio-economicfactorsonregionaldifferentialsincompleted

fertilityandnumberofbirthsamongmarriedcouplesareexamined,usingresultsfromaseriesof

nationalrepresentativefertilitysurveys.

Intheresultsofanalysisonmaritalfertilityintheearlierstagesofmarriage,livinginurbanarea,

wivesageatmarriage,coresidencewiththeirparentsarenecessaryvariablesdeterminingmarital

fertility.Regionaldifferentialsinnumberofbirthsarerobustlyremainedaftercontrolling

socio-economicvariables.Sincedifferencesinpercentageofcoupleslivinginurbanareaand

cohabitationwiththeirparentsbyregion,inparticular,arefound,thosefactorsinfluenceon

wideninggapsofnumberofbirthsstructurallybetweenregions.Althoughwivesjobseemto

reducefertilityoverall,thisfactorisfoundtorestrictfertilitydifferentlyineachregion,analyzing

determinantsoffertilitybyeachregionrespectively.

Thereisnotclearevidenceoftheimpactofeachvariableoncompletedfertilitytobewitnessed,

whereas,maritalfertilityisconsideredtoconvergetoacertainlevelnationallyasdiminishing

regionalgapsthroughreproductionprocess.




