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Thepurpose ofthis articleis to explorethe relationship betweenwomenls employment and  

desire ofJapanese marriedcouplesforchildrenuslngthe dataofThe Comparative SurveyOn  

MarriageandFamiliesinJapan（2004）．First，IreviewextantStudiesconcemingthedeterminants  

of desirefor children and of childbirthinindustrialized societies．These studiesindicate the  

importanceofwomen’semployment，familyincomeandfamilyvalues．Basedonthesestudies，I  

COnStruCtfourhypotheses．Second，Iexaminetheempiricalsupportforthesehypothesesamong  

married couples，Which has not been studied thus fhrinJ叩an．Using Logit regressions，the  

fo1lowlngmainresultsareobtained：  

1）thedeterminantsofdesireforchildrenvarybyparity，   

2）thedeterminantsofdesireforchildrenvarybygender，namely，Whilelowfamilyincome  

discourages and wives．employment encourages husbands－desirefor children，WOmen’s  

employmentlowerswives’desireforchildrenwithrespecttoasecondchild，   

3）basically，familyincomesubstantiallyaf托ctsdesireforchildren；inparticular，menWithlow  

familyincomehesitatetohaveasecondchild，Whilewomenwithlowfamilyincomeandhigh  

educationalexpensestendtoavoidathirdchild，   

4）thepositiveperceptionofchildrearingincreasesthedesiretohavechildrenamongbothmen  

andwomen，WhileperceivedimportanCeOfchildreninmamageincreaseswomen－sdesirefor  

children．  

Insum，WOmen’semploymentaffbctsdesireforchildrenamongmamiedcouplesincontemporary  

J叩an．Basedontheresults，IdiscusspolicylmPlicationsfromagenderperspective．  
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