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ThisstudyexaminesthepatternSandcovariatesofpartnershipformationinJapan，uSlngdata  

from the2004NationalSurvey On Mamage and the Family，The results ofthe analysis are  

Summarized asfo1lows．First，While birth cohortisin generalnegatively associatedwith the  

age－SPeCinc probability ofnrst marriage，ageis negatively associated with thelikelihood of  

COhabitation andpremaritalpregnancy，eSPeCially among women．To the extentthat these age  

di蝕rencescapturecohortchanges，theseresults suggestfurtherdecreasesinfirstmamageand  

futureincreasesincohabitationandpremaritalpregnancy．Second，educationslgnincantlyreduces  

the probabilities of且rst mamage，COhabitation，and premaritalpregnancy，eSPeCially among  

WOmen．Third，COhabitationis strongly and positively associated with thelikelihoods of丘rst  

marrlage，Premaritalpregnancyand，amOngmen，PremaritalbirthAltogether，theseresultsimply  

furtherchangesandincreasingvariabilityinpartnershipfbrmationpatternSinJapan．  
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