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ComparativeAnalysisofTaiwanPopulationTrendswithJapan
beforeWorldWarII
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TaiwanwasunderthereignofGovernor-GeneralofTaiwanfrom1895to1945.Thepopula-

tionofTaiwanduringthisperiodincreased,especiallysince1920.Theaverageannualpopulation

growthratewashigherthanthatofJapan.ThemainfactorofTaiwanpopulationincreasewasthe

naturalincreasewhichisthedifferencebetweenbirthsanddeathsratherthansocialincrease.Com-

paringthetrendofbirthanddeathratesincetheearly1920s,itisshownthatthedeathratedeclined

bothinTaiwanandJapanwhereasthebirthrateincreasedorstagnatedinTaiwananddeclinedin

Japan,whichcreatedthewidergapofbirthratebetweenTaiwanandJapan.Thebirthratedecom-

positionanalysisrevealedthatthehighermarriagerate,followedbythemaritalfertilityrateofTai-

wanesewomencontributedmosttothehigherbirthrate.Withregardtothesocio-economicfactors,

bothcountriesexperiencedthesimilartrendsuchasincreasinglabourparticipationofwomen,bet-

terhygieneandurbanizationbuttheireffectonbirthratewasopposite,whichcontributedtothe

gapexpansionbetweenTaiwanandJapan.


