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TrendsinHouseholdFormationandDissolutioninJapan

ToruSUZUKI

TheFifth,SixthandSeventhNationalSurveysonHouseholdChanges,conductedin2004,

2009,and2014,respectively,wereusedtocalculatetransitionratesbetweenhouseholdpositions

ofindividualsforexaminingtrendsinhouseholdformationanddissolutioninJapan.Analysisre-

sultsrevealthatwhilethenumberofone-personhouseholdsincreasedexceptionallybetweenthe

2005and2010censuses,transitionmatricesgeneratedfromthethreesurveysdidnotindicatesud-

denaccelerationinthepropensitytolivealonearound2005.Itwasalsoshownthatthegendergap

inhouseholdformationbehavioramongsinglepersonshaswidenedinrecentyears.Whilethein-

tensityofhome-leavingandmarriagehasdeclinedmonotonouslyforsinglewomen,thepropensity

tolivealonehasincreasedforsinglemensince2009.Thecoresidenceofmarriedchildrenwith

parentsdecreasedbasedontheseventhsurvey.Thepercentageofmatrilocalcoresidencedeclined

morerapidlythanpatrilocalcoresidenceintheseventhsurvey,breakingthetendencytowarda

moreegalitarianchoiceoflocalityuntilthesixthsurvey.Theincreasingpropensitytolivealone

amongtheelderlywasapparentnotonlyinthedistributionatsurveydatebutalsointhelatentpat-

ternsuggestedbythetransitionmatrix.Amongtheelderly,aroud50%ofmarriagedissolution,

mostlybythedeathofspouse,resultedinthetransitiontolivingalone.Thepercentageofthoseliv-

inginaninstitutionalhouseholdfiveyearsbeforethesurveydatewashighestamongyoungmen,

suggestingthattheprobabilityofanelderlypersonleavinganursinghomeislowerthanthatofa

youngerpersonleavingdormitoryorsocialinstitution.ThemostimportantpurposeoftheNational

SurveyonHouseholdChangesistoobtaintheparametersnecessaryfortheHouseholdProjections

forJapan.Anexamplewasshownastohowtheresultsofthesixthsurveywereusedinthepre-

vioushouseholdprojection.




