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BEERREBO (S=FT7AALDP) | 0014ns.| 0355n.s.| 0.356n.s.| 0.243ns.| 0.023ns.| -0.955n.s.
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The Choice of Discussion Networks:
From the Viewpoint of Gender and generation

Atsushi HosHi

This paper provides an overview of individual's choice of advisers on various life situations and
examines the socio-economic factors affecting individual's choice of advisers. It is based on a
sample of male and female between 18 and 69 years of age, living in Japan conducted to obtain
information about respondent's family and life.

The characteristics of discussion networks are shown to be associated with respondent's sex, age,
education and occupational status. The findings are as follows: First, males tend to choose a spouse
as an adviser more than females, even if it is what kind of contents of consultation. This tendency
is consistent even when the socio-economic factors are controlled. Second, older respondents have
tendency for the adviser to be constituted by relatives and family members more than younger
respondents do. In especially females, respondents are maintaining diversity of network by
changing an adviser with age. Third, although it was shown that individual's choice of advisers is
influenced by education and occupational status, there is no specific tendency.

These results suggest the necessity for enriching affective support network not only to females
but to males.
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