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The relationship between fertility and employment in a comparative study

Chizu YosHIDA

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the relationship between fertility and employment by
comparing the high fertility group (Canada, France and Norway) and the low fertility group (Japan,
Germany, Italy and Spain) in gender perspective.

The data used in the paper are based on national surveys : the Fertility and Family Surveys
conducted in 1988~1996 in Canada, France, Norway, Germany, Italy and Spain, and the
International Comparative Survey on Marriage and the Family conducted in 2004 in Japan.

The rate of working mothers is lower and the sexual division of labor is clearer in the low
fertility group than in the high fertility group. The empirical analysis shows that when a wife does
not work or is in a part-time job, her husband's and her wishes to have another child increase in the

families of the low fertility group. But a wife's employment does not influence wives' and
* husbands' wishes in the families of the high fertility group. The implication is that couples of the
low fertility group think of the sexual division of labor as a merit for having a child, but couples
of the high fertility group do not.

One of the reasons why the rate of working mothers is higher in the high fertility group is that
mothers can choose more easily short working hours than those in the low fertility group. The rate
of married women working less than 34 hours in a week increases according to an increase of the
number of children in the high fertility group, while the rate does not increase accordingly and is
low in the low fertility group.

The features in Japan are the following. Firstly, the rate of working married women is low but
the rate of working never married women is highest among the high and the low fertility group. The
difference between the rate of working married women and that of working never married women
is largest. The rate of working never married women is as high as that of working never married
men. The difference between the rate of women and men is smallest among the high and the low
fertility group. But the rate of working married women is as low as the rate of the entire low
fertility group. The difference between the rate of working never married women and that of
working married women in Japan is largest and more than twice that of second largest, Canada.
Although many Japanese never married women work, they are expected to take charge of
housework when they get married. Marriage and having a child may be an obstacle for them to
continue working.

Secondly, Japanese wives and husbands do not consider that it is advantageous for having
another child that a wife is in a part-time job. Although in Germany and Italy in the low fertility
group a husband who has a wife in part-time job is more likely to want another child, a husband
in Japan is not. In Italy and Spain in the low fertility group wives in part-time jobs have statistically
significant higher wishes to have another child. In Japan wives in part-time jobs have statisticaily
significant lower wishes while about half of them work for the desired hours. That means that some
aspects of part-time jobs other than working hours may be obstacles to have another child.
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