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TheRelationshipbetweenWorkingHoursandHouseholdProductionTime
inJapaneseWivesandHusbands

ChizuYOSHIDA

Iestimateeffectsofeconomicfactorsoncouples'hoursspentonhouseholdtasksandchildcare

consideringJapanesecouples'unmetdesireforshorteningworkinghours.The"collective"model

ofintrahouseholddistributionpresentsthatcouplesdeterminesimultaneouslylaborsupply,

householdproductiontimeandconsumptionafterdeterminingtheamountofconsumptionfor

publicgoodsandthathouseholdproductiontimedependsoncouple'swagerates,nonlaborincome

andadistributionfactor,anddoesnotdependonworkinghours(Blundell,ChiapporiandMeghir

2005).Ifcouplescandeterminethetimeallocationmaximizingtheirhouseholdutilityfunctions,

thereisnounmetdireforshorteningworkinghours.Japanesehusbands'unmetdesireincreases

accordinganincreaseinthenumberoftheirchildren(Yoshida2005).Someexogenousfactorsmay

preventmaximizationsoftheirhouseholdutilityfunctions.

InJapanfulltimejobsandparttimejobsareverydeferentinthewagerate,jobsecurityandso

on.Whentheshorterworkinghoursaredesirableinachildbirth,changingfulltimejobtoparttime

jobhaseconomicdemerit.Thismayaffecthouseholddecisionmaking.

UsingdatafromtheJapaneseGenerationsandGenderSurveyconductedin2004,Iestimate

coefficientsfromorderedlogitanalysesaboutfrequenciesofhouseholdtasksandchildcare.The

resultsshowthatwives'andhusbands'wageratesandweeklyhourshavestatisticallysignificant

effectsatthesametime.Andthenumberofchildrenhasnoeffectornegativeeffectonhusbands'

frequenciesofhouseholdtasksandapositiveeffectonwives'frequenciesofhouseholdtasks

althoughitseffectisexpectedpositivefromthemodel.Thosemeanworkinghours,especially

husbands'workinghoursarenotadjustedatthebirthandpreventmaximizationsoftheirhousehold

utilityfunctions.


