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| JAPAN'S POPULATION PRCBISM UF JaPaN e

S ﬁven in préewar Jays Japan was alreaay suficrlng from
- “her overflow1ng povulation. The food-stuff paissd in. =
" the country was gquite short of v ¢ding them enough, but
. she, constantly ‘endeavouring to seek the means of exportlng
-~ her textile and other prouucts, iilled up the deficit w1th
o the food 1mport The farm 1apourers and other manual
,Workers were taklng 3, OOO calories and even the general
~ public was supplied with 2,400 calories, on the averags,
(poor figures though they. seem. comparing with that of the- Ly
more - GlVlllZGd natlons)'w1thout any need of exer01S1n food
eontrol. - T
Now-after the War the d&llyyllfe of the Japanese 'ar,’»“
C o ag-ise only natural, 1s so- :stricken with the _shortage of Sk
.= .. food, and. the - peeple are - relylnb, “for the rre»t part, on:
T a huge amount of food-stuff relsased- throu zh the goodw1ll i
" of the Allied Powers, only.to- keep up the bare chqtbnoea~\‘”
"~ This miserable 81tuat10n is malnly due to the. rapld ¥ncrea |
™in population sinee the end of the .war on one hand, anﬂrg'“ ﬁ>
>. the ~comple te tailure of cconomic power on the other hand. v
S <As for the incriase of povulstion, the figures mentioned.
f'below’v111 help us to reslize the fact, - The p0pu1at10n S
“.as on Jctobver 1, 1945, was 72,400,000 and it grew up %o
- 76,150,000 on October 1, 1946 1nor6351ng 3, 750 0po. o
vﬁThis number is made “up with the natural 1ncrnaSﬂ‘reacnlng iw
%0 190,000, and the social incre= e (i:e.,. the balanﬂe;’ '
: fbctween the répatriates from J”pan and the repatrlates to
~.~Japan) 3,560,000, .The population as on-October 1, 1947
shovs 7 bEO 000, and the incresse wvithin a year numbarq
2,470,000, and oi the se 1,470,000 1s'thCnatural incraase
~ana 1, OOQ 000 the social 1ncrea<e., 4 mere glance at
Ju;these figmres reveals that the increass within two years
*. . 1945-1947, 'is A tremendous. amount of 5,860,000. Thou6 ’
j_oi the se, as is shown above, 4 560 OOO is soclal :
- increa €6 which is only a p3351nv phenomenon anu sach = - i
"a in ordinate rate will not- last vory long, so the RSEEAREE
.- quastion left over for Japan is how to feed. the NI
' )HVS OOO 000 1nhab1tants Wlth Qor poor granany

It




v It is trus of-a&ll the key industries that PN
- every facilities is utterly shattered down as the result
_oféoveruse”énd'air”raids in.the*War-time;‘an@xproductive~f
Lo poWerﬂisfparalysed~wi@b'disastfousjshortage of raw
- -materials, but the~live,qqutiQn'ofgthevday,,before any=
- thing, is'to. take Some measuTe o rc store’ the pro- L
deuGtiVity‘in’tha\line“ofifcod supplics. TLabour power im
~agricultural field is more than enough- today, but the
. output is very low partly,bécauseﬂchemioal fertilizer .
- 1s wanting in Japan. But‘évén{ifyfurtilizér;mouldvbeVamply‘
,‘»supplig&_to~the;ruralldistriqts; it,ig;fprobably;,beyond’ﬁ@;4
- her oapability-to:suppOrt all the nation without the help

from foreign sources..

~~ Thd daily ration for the adult in general (with Lot
the:exdeptign,df‘manualglabOurﬁrs who have additionsl . - S
;;ration),,ét‘ﬂrcsent,,is 555;grammegfof~staple,f906" ‘
 (i.e.,“riceb~barley,'potaf0; SWeet potato and the— 7
_ - -releéased food by the 200d -will of-Allied FbrCes};anﬂ‘ _
o small quantity of subsidiary foods The rationed R

3 ,,foodsnowever;iwillinpt‘cbmbrtb“anythingrmOre than 1,400 o
~..calories. gécdordinglyifmany;hungry;people~recklessly' R
. 80 on_food-hunting slipping from the grip of ‘strict s
- law somshow or other, . e ‘ LT

, The shortage of shelter and -clothing may not—
~:*always'unbearablei;but,fqod@sgprtage1will‘50mntiges* e
'»’aggravatefthe-feeling”Of}unreetrof;liic,' thindiVidual:“'ﬁg
and SOoial;*'The*Japanesefmust»not_lbng remain - . .
- Uspendent on the Alliengowers,,but‘Should'méke: , R
- utmost effort toward remedying the grave situation =
- for thémsclves. For the purposce, several - . SR
- ‘suggestions are now going om. ' -~ . -

£ | :

L - The aimfi_f;birth_oqntrolﬁis‘not'single,'but
7 It is closly cenna'ted‘with.the;maintenaneé‘qf'W_. , -
.. mMothers' health and the poliwis = of. racial eugenics., .
- Minde the dlose of the war, "birth control" has becen ons. -
~~ 0f the most popular themes of discussion in Japan. - oo
- 'Birth Control Popularization;League?"(Eresidént} Mrs, .
 Shizue Kato), ?Birth,Control'UnionT1(cbqirman;‘Dr}VKaﬂ'f*i"”
© Majima) and similar Other institutions have. been coming . -

manifold,
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© appear in oraer o ichara “the movement . It < S
- uay-be- understood that at its r00% lies the ambltlons T
- intomtion t0 be the champion to. solve the pre%lem B
- of overflowing populations :
- ~ Yapsan, without an inch of over eas colon;es
o a single, chanael - of emigration, now containg a
“hugs populatlon of onetalug more tham 78000 000, the -
den31ty climbing t0 213 to0 g square kllom@tre. Thls' .
-fact Gemands us to con31der mogd qgrﬂously tba necesq1ty
" Ofscnrtailment of popuiation, At what pbint should - -
Japan. set*down her birth-1imit? The que sti OJ is nos ';rlil
Very easy to answer, for the 11m1t should be settied in-
“the, 1~ghu 0f the ”*Vlng Standard of ‘people. Yet it
goe s withous. saying -that, if the populetion - stlll"

 gding, the 50 1u'ti on -of DOpulatlon problem w111 beeome
a1l the more’ difficuit,

S Should the birth control movemsnt be carricd om - .
: ¢or +H¢ purposb of. Prope

rly controling the popnlatlon 7 !

T prew sure as well as the protection ‘of mothe:r'*7 health
~and of contrlbutlng to the racigl gugenics, it would
certalnly be rbnommendable._ But, I daresay the -
Present. movement is utterly powerles to solve Tae“
- populstion problem of to¢ay, &g ior'tha result T :

*regret tC declare, you Gan not know i -nnow bnt : >
"thou shalt know 1t he"eafter.» : ‘
i Aitogeﬁher apart fwom,tmacbangeSGaused from -

- the incoming ang. outgoing of reople, the absolute number
Of population will nevesr dlmlnish‘untll the bmrth—rate '

o falls: far short of death-rate. - Whem this ides is - . .

. Yealige, the movement of . birth. regulation shall be crowned

jw1th’flory For the Yime bheing, we can by no means ewpeot

from the movement any mesdlate ffe@t of TCdHClﬂé . ;\
 rthe number, ' : ‘

The .nunbe? of blrth and ue

= Ath in and after 1946
. follOVVS" PR B : o -._ ) o 4 . A 3
Number of b1r+h NuMber of death Natural 1ncrease

19461, 905 809 S | ¥

1 326,802 579 217
71947f. 2,729,755 - 1l1sy Gagff':  ;1,572 671
’{;f"1948 Jan; 316 665 EORE 94 m741 222 591‘~w?}3,a .

Feb




g year (1948), too, shows the same figures, ‘The staﬁﬁsﬁi_

-4 L
N :

Cbeb, 262,285 89,626 L o172e55 .

o lar, 259,314 .92 863 . 166,451

ADre o em4,293 79,756 . 144.537

*Erom’the‘tsbiétabove me'learn théf_the~nﬁﬁbéripf EE  "i

- birth in 1946 drops below the two million level

- but it still surpasses the number of " death, ang résﬁlts,“ij;f

-in showing 570,000 of natural increass. In 1947, the
- number of birth records a startling lncreass, while =~
‘ that,Of_death'lOWers; So_that_tha«naturalvgrowth:swells

B0 no lsss than 1,500,000, The first four months of bhis

B '

E cal fact is, it seems, making fool. of the fruitless =~ = =

~ effort of the advocates of birth eqntrol;,Whp~cantdd‘noe<

thing butffanning‘thggsuanith~ﬁipeacoekfs,feather;_
It is well known that every nation experiences

‘g”ithe_temporaryrinareasa of birtE~ﬁftcffthejwars;‘Vsucthf'

- may also be the case wisth Japan.  But ¢ven after the . -

~ Wave would pass away, the birth control ouldfﬂstf&d;ﬁueh"v;;ﬁ

';for;bringing'dOwnAthe\gumber*of?birtb be1oW/tﬁét,
~ offdeathwmithin a féw,years.to eome. -

u']

. -As diécﬁésedfabove,4birth cﬁﬁtroivmighffb§~é2peétéi o
- to bear fruit in»soms,ramote‘fmﬁure;*butwjust at T oL e
~present it is ratherfhelpless»to‘deai,with the~pressing,b”

© problem of +the day .- The*onlyémEashrg=1éft,iﬁhGn5 to
‘relieve thehrqstIGSSness1pfevailing‘anong peoyle, . :
‘which has come. from the unbalancéﬁbetwesnfthe_limited el
quantity of food-stuff or‘othcrﬂdailyvprOVisionsiand”

ua,therunlimited¢inqreaéefof‘populatiOn,,—; the only -

'measure left is %o Strengthen the‘qudeproduoing, ‘

| poOWEr of this-country. - g TR D R,
o - Por that purpose, the - firgt thing tb“be'hintedfat\fi“: .
mist be t0 enlargs the field of agricultural p oduction, .

- and 1% has often be dscussed to cultivate the =
A 1and‘bithert@.ngglegted.‘.About three million acres

. LET

- of virgin soil is said to havefbeéﬁ‘left‘untouéﬁea”inf5  ' Sn
' rrJapan&im;If’theAJdﬁanese"makeJthe best use of it, SR

~




e
1t Wlll oertalnly help mach’ to raisc fool and to :
llberate the capability .of feeding the natlonb But “with
~this dssk-plan two difficulties attend. % ’ A
T First:- Waste land of this kind, generally, ,

is either much *nferlo” in fertility or lies qulte S

out~of-thesway, s that even if cultivated, its - ‘

productive power would be lower than is’ oenerally
imagined,~or need much carriage cxpemses t0 taks .

out the crop. £0 much:so that such newly—ou“tlvated
~land, under unfavourgble condition, will soon meet ..
‘alffleultles of malntenance ~or, even though they- would
‘survive all hardships, for tbc tlme ‘being, under T

the protection of the government At would probably

face grave crisis, if not: utterly fail, when foralgh
trede reopens and the 1ow—prlcod commoﬁltles flood :
1nto +the country. C o
- Secondly:-. The actual exanSLDn of the faﬁmlng 2
activity will neoessarlly ‘be- fo]lowed by the 1ncrease of

- farming populatlon 30 far as some- special L DR
‘measure - of Saving man-power might not-be taken..
Here lies anoths r problem. The increase of farming
population means the increase of food pra&uctlon.f~'
oS0 far, g0 good. But we must re mempsr -the fact
that when farming population becomes large
procreative power, in question, becomes multlplled
‘As everyone knows; Japan's birth rate -is ‘said to ,
-be high, and it rually ig, but it’does not medn that

the birth rate ig high Tn the came degree’ through towns;v‘;‘?'

woad countﬁy The -rate is- remarkably high in- the»i
wﬁcountry, whlle incomparably low in- towmns.
The fOllow1ng table will. ‘explain ite

‘~: - *’. Starda*dlzed blrtb~rate'f“

”.?;Of the clties Whose -fi'”@f “the. v111ages Whose >
: population ig 100, OOO . populatign 15’5 , 000 andv‘
[and upwards ,“"  S wuwnwardq o :

2096 - . 55

256 . ' :_7'*‘ | 38 16




: o It-is quite clear from this table that the birth- o ;
< rate among the country. folk is by far higher. - Ii ttle =
 do they realiuze the heavy ‘Pressure of growing pOpulat'ion.;'r?ir_' -
- Thay are fruitful and multiply, and ‘repls nish the
.-+ 6arth.™ Heavily burdensd with- the Ooff spring they
- did-not,- and would not, grasp the OPportuni ty of - - .
- improving their meane St conditions of living. 4nd yhe
© superfluous members of rural eommnity, not -
-~ finding rooms % 0 1ive at ‘home, ficodod into the towns -
. and cities, where they formed the sour ce of labour Sz pply.

The dwitt -of - Population to the agri cultural
~able “for the fdo&v\_p;foc;uctimv.f - This is only a - s o
Superfiocial ang 8rrone ous view of the matts R
~ The 'reality is that it rathe r-he ightens the -~ <« . E
- 8enitive’ power and tends to mke the difiicult :
.solution of A'pop‘ula‘tyién Problem still more ' di £fi - _

<N

Next to agrioﬁlturfe,;* let u,s\:;\ turn our feyé é"';to_ : '

: E f-he ‘ m}ana.ctﬁring' industry. ‘What part will it

more, £oople than agrioultural lodustry doss, is an -
.established fact. It does not directly yield food, ag

That the manufacty ring indust ry holds the power o support -

- agriculture does, but if you inve st the capital of one
: *'b’illﬂi‘on@;}z_en to -‘m€im1factu;cing*'industz’y, you can get = =
much, more’ valuable product which will be changed into farm

ns of foreign trade, than you can earn from

the . : €11, invested with the sams sum of money.

This is self-evident. . S R _

. Does Japan have the tuchnical. capacity to build up -

_ such an advanced industri al country? Japan's industry is.

- orippleéd now, but should it be re stored. to the Prewar- lsvel

- Deace ;nd:qs_tryv and .set into full play, . the. produetiﬁvity -

~ would not only suffice for home demand but finance the fosg
imports to feed the more moziths"than,agri culture can,

is .the onily way to. solve thg over-population problem,  so

- owe should.t‘ake*‘eve‘z‘y‘ effort to carry it to fruition,.

-districts secms to careless obscrvers t0'be favour- - 0 -

used for war industry, be turned ‘for.‘,



. lNext comés the question,
devel opneut. affect the ffture
And some may argue, "By

5 -

T

z . v . B E N
E M —‘.-,.? Vs Ll et e amie -f‘: UL

" How does the industréal
of population problem?"

- : Sy way of developmeat of industry, =

. Japan will add much to the fecding power.. It w1l RN

- gertainly answer ths present que stion.,  But when industry .
‘attains its full development, doés it not- bring about - ‘

. *the more. population?" My answer to this question

- =8 this:  The high developmenk:iof industry witl at once

do good %o lighten the difficulty of pepulation problem’

- and to regulate the tremd of multiplication., - .

arried people. who had passed
Tne'" result»_folylow,ss'- S

e m——

- 7-In 1940, Popula+ti on Problem Research Institute in -
the Welfare Ministry of Japanese Government made an -
nvestigation ¢f the number of offspring with the =
‘the generative period.

=
<

' Occupation

. Offspring psr

. one -‘couple -

- folk -

©Towns- Office-workers  4.10

.

PR

| folk

&

___Tavourers

Country- Farm-Iabourers. 4.98, -

T

.

rrespective of their occupati

 suffering from food shortage,
Speaking, they are blessed wit

s o .

From this table we know that urbanites,

s

ons, have ‘far less

children than countryfolk. It leads to the conclu-

- slon that the development ‘of-industry attracts people _
~ o towns and cities, re sulting the deorease of gensral .
~birth-rate, Towmsfolk, in Japan, are at presefit I

it is true, but generally _

v ‘ble: h the living necessaries -
' than countryfolk. But in spite of the Better condition
- ofgliving;,the-y do not show higher,bi‘rt‘hr—*ratbér[ T

=

o _-thex’ \ “
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o

they p’efer the. ‘betterment of 11v1ng s‘banﬂard ancl
1ook to the enjoyment of higher cultural lives. .
o " The best and the healthiest way towards
B the splution of OVCrpopulatlon problem of today
“and tomorrow will be found only along the line tco .
’ saek to. establlsh a new “and Jarge 1ndustrlal cm}nt*y. :

o




