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FOREWORD

This is an interim report on the present situation of
teaching and research in demography in Japan, which was origi-
nally requested by Professor B. Remiche, Executive Secretary
of the International Union for the Scientific Study of Popula-
tion, on behalf of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
Cultural Organization.

The report is not necessarily comprehengive nor intensive.
In particular, with regards to teaching and research at uni-
versities, information given here is limited., More compre-
hensive and detailed survey in this field is under congidera-
tion in order to complement this report.

However, at this moment even such a cursory description of
demographic training and research in Japan might be helpful and
useful for people who are concerned in this subject.

This report was prepared jointly by Minoru Tachi, the
Director and Toshio Kuroda, Chief of Migration Regearch Divi-

gion of the Institute.

November 15, 1969
Minoru Tachi
Director
Institute of Population Problems
Ministry of Health and Welfare

Japan
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. Part 1. . .
Teachlng and Research in Demography
}aﬁ_UhlverS}tleS

This is an interim reborf'OfﬁetEurvey on teaching and re-~
search in demography at universities in Japan undertaken by the
Institﬁte“of‘Population Problems, Ministry of Health- and Welfare,
Japan, whic¢h is not yet completed and also the -activities in the
field of population conducted by the Medical and Public Health
Faculty of Colleges are scheduled to be surveyed in near future
by the above Institute to up-to-date the: previous information
given by Dr. H. Mizushing. L)

Slmple questlonalres were sent to 26 unlver81t1es late
1968, Wthh were expected to have been d01ng demographlc teach-
1ng in some facultles of the unlver31t1es.l It was found that
25 among 26 unlvereltlee namely about 88 5 per cent and
also 25 facultles are conductlng teaohlng on demography mostly
as a spe01a1 part of economlce,'commeroe, soc1ology, geography

and so on. It may be antlclpated that a comprehen31ve survey

conducted later by the Instltute of Populatlon Problems may show

1) Some information on the university teaching of demography
including medical field in Japah was ‘reported’ by Dr. H.
Mizushima to the International Union for the Scientific
Study of Populatlon in 1957 and publlshed by the UNESCO.

~ See The University Teaching of Social Sciences, Demography,
A Survey prepared under the auspices of -the Internatlonal
Union for the Scientific Study of Populatlon, by D.V. Glass, .
“ieditor, ppi~107-111. s




fairly more numerous unlver81t1es maklng lectures on

demography in different ways ‘according to specific

. requirements of each university or faculty.

T. Demographic Teaching at Undergraduate:Level
- The distribution: of teaching on demography,atrundereu'

graduate level by the faculty is shown as. .follows.:

* Department of: Egonomics . . ..cil3. .
Department of ‘Seciology :- -+ 2 o T
‘Department of Geography: -: = :.2

Department of Arts and Sciences 1

Total i T e
; All leCtureéIOﬁ demography are.glven as a part”of o
géJ;;L301ences. Howeyer most of them, 23 out of 25 leC:¢”
Atures are optlonal. Only 2 are requlrements. Slnce demo;

graphy is a spe01a1 subgect, 1t 1s taught mostly at 3rd or

i

A 4th class year of eaoh department But two departments

are teachlng demography as one of general subgects for

.

-.students. of. 2nd_class year.

Teaﬂhlng on demography 1s glven onCe a week at all

;facultles and mostly one hour and half lecture w1th one

:“ffexceptlon of three hours. However'“ 7 facultles operate 1t

for one year, but 6 facultles half a year and 2 facultles

-




every:two:years,f; .
It should be noted that the subJect of demographlc lecture
given.is not, unlform, varying remarkably accordlng to each fa-
cu}ty. ?opulatlon theory, demographic statlstlos, economic
problems of population, soclo~economic problems of urbagpagd,
rura; populatioﬁ, population problems and,developmeuthrolioy
are some examp}ee of demographic teaching. . | S
_Iu_Japan‘economio—demography and population tbeor& were
traditionally. more inStruotive subjects than other aspects of
demography However maJor interests in the teaohlng of demo-
graphy are shlftlng to populatlon statistics, techniques of
population analysis and substantive .demography in connection

with rapid ,change in socio-economic setting:in Japan.

iI. Demographlo Teachlng at Postgraduate Level

In a few unlver31t1es demography is taught at postgraduate
level, Accordlng to a prellmlnary, partlal survey conduoted by
us'five uhiversitiee,‘namely Hokkaido'Nationai University,'Keio,
Waseda, Toyo and Komazawa Unlver81t1es (all of them exoept Hokkaido
Nat10na1 Unlv. are prlvate unlver31t1es and located in Tokyo)
are g1v1ng demographlc teaohlng at postgraduate level HoWever,
advanoed teachlng in demography is glven as an’ optlonal subJect
of Eoonomioe:(M;A.'or Doctoral degree'oourseS)‘at three univerQ

sities, Keio, Waseda and Komazawa, and also as optional or

-3 -




or required subject of Sociology (M.A. or Doctoral courses)

‘4t two universities, Hokkaido National University and Toyo
University. It is only at the former uriversity which demo-
graphy ié'requifed as a parf of Saéiolagy course for M.A, and
Doctdraf'aegfées.

In general at postgraduate level advanced dembgraphyfis
taught two ways every week. Oné is formal ieatﬁre By pfdé
fessor and another is so called seminar class at which each
student is reguiied'fc make an oral report on a specific topic
by: turns requested b& the professor and’ discussion meeting is
directed'g& the professor.

However, -there ‘are no universities yet that have esta—
blished a Department of Demography at undergraduate level or -
Demographic course for postgraduate students to whom M.A. or
qutoral dggrees Qpiﬁemoggaphy aré pffeféQ;'Ai;_ -

Most_;éqeﬁtlyva,fey{p;iversiﬁiéswg;e:in@reasing}y recog-
ﬁizing‘the i@ég;tgnoé pf_iﬁo;égsiné_p# é#panaiég:thélfeacgiﬁé |
4‘9fidemography by integrgting deﬁogrééh& info,aiggreroficoursgéJ
o£:Vg;§pus faculties, éartipularly of Eéépépics,méociolpgy,-i

Geography and so on..

FL

. Consequently, it may be expected that a few limited uni-
versities are going a step further for example by offering

academic degrees for specialized dissertations on population,
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and_ also by initiating specific facilities conducting demographic

researches and studies.. -

III. Research Activities at Universities

There are no systematic institutions at universities in
Japan which are exclusively and intensively devoted fo demogra-
phic researches and studies except the Institute of Population of
Problems, Ministry of Health and Welfere, although it is a govern-
mental and not a university institution. Particularly it may be
suggested here that the Department of Sociology of the Hokkaido
National University has a plan to establish the socio-demographic
course in which a core of courses is centered on various aspects
of population with special emphasis on sociology.

However, it may be interesting to note that some univer-
sities are conducting very specific studies. A few examples are
cited for reference. The Department of Geography of Rissho
University (Tokyo) has a facility of academic research of India
in which a study section of Indian population is established.
Daito-Bunka University (Tokyo) has a special committee 'to make
studies on materials of historical demography and population
thoughts in Japan and also to compile encyclopedia on historical

demography cf Japan, all of which are scheduled to be published

in future.
It may be added that not a few scholars in the field of

sceial sciences have done or are doing very specific studies on
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specific aspects of population, though not exclusively, 'in

connection with their own research subjects,
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Part 2
The Employment and Training of
Persons-with Training in- Demography ‘
_or Allied :Population Fields -

The Japanese un1vers1ty educatlon;‘both of the pre—war
system and of the rev1sed post—war system, follows the tradl-
tional system of subJect spec1a112at10n, and as allied subgects
to pOpulatlon, there are such courses asueconomlcs, 8001ology,
statlstlcs, medlclne blology, geography and anthropology. o

The populatlon problems in Japan had been characterlzed in

SR

the1r main feature as the problem of exeesgsive populatlon throu—

gh pre-war to immediate post—war perlods. As the result of the

demographlc revolutlon correspondlng to sudden s001a1 changes

after the war however, our populatlon problems have converted

the nature from the quantltatlve to qualltatlve questlon. In

spite of repeated requests by the 831ence Counc1l of Japan for

tthe establlshment of "courses of demography" in un1vers1t1es 1n

order to meet the current 8001al need the efforts have not been

materlallzed as yet At present, populatlon theory, demographlc

‘statistics, etc. are’ belng prov1ded as Spe01al lectures in a

few universitios whlbh were deséribed in detail in the previous
Part 1. 'Accordingly, among those who are employed in research
and “other wafké*épécificéry concerned with population, those who

specialized™in demography are extremely séarce, and the majority
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of them are from the allied fiels mentioned above.

I. All activities of the pfofeséionallyiemployed in research
and other works in the field of population

(1) -Central and local governments . =: .

¢ ... For the collection and anaslysis of statistical data of

- pupulation as those of the national population censuses, -

_.the Bureau of Statistics of-the Office of ‘the Prime Minister
is responsible in. the-Central Goveérnment, and in local-govern-
‘ ments, ‘Statistics Sections of Prefectureés and Statistics Units

~of Cities, Towns and Villages are in charge “of such activi~

rities s

.- Data collection and .analysis of vital Statistics-ofi’ °
“births, deaths, still-births,-marridges dnd divorces are done
in the Divisior-of Health and Welfare Statistics’ of ‘the Mini-
“ghariat of the Ministry of Health and Welfare; and in ‘lochli”

+: governments, Health Divigions of Prefectural Governments, Vital

‘Statictics Units in Public Health Centers’ and Registration =

Unite oF Office of Cities, Towns and Villages are in' charge.
" Since pre-war times up to the revision of the registration
Y dyetem in vital statistics in September 1947, similarly with
“the static population dats, the schedules of vital statistics
x:sﬁfvgyélféce;éea’étrfﬁéfdffibééiof?bitiéé,vfownévand"Villagés
ore uan bs Be submitbed through the Stafistics Sections of
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Prefectures to the Cabinet Bureau of Statlstlcs in the Central
Government Slnce the war, however, the schedules of the V1tal
statlstlcs survey are sent to pertlnent Health Centers from the
Offlces of Cltles,_Towns and Vlllape The Health Centers keep a
copy and send another copy through the Health D1v131ons of Pre-
fectures to the DlVlSlon of Health and Welfare Statlstlcs of the
Health and Velfare Mlnlster S Secretarlat, where they are proces-
sed and analyzed to ‘some - extent to be publlshed in monthly and
annual renorts. - | |
Almost all“the personnel who enaaée in the.colleotlon of'
such data are thOse employers of the Government~as admlnlstra-
tlve secretarles. | | S

In Central Government un1vers1ty graduates are those from

g heas o - _
the flelds of economlcs, s001ology or mathematlcs as explalned
above.xﬁiﬁgi.,. SR ey il I I S
Among the'norkers at the Bureau of Statlstlcs of the Offlce
of the Prlme Minlster who engage in plannlng; management and o
actual execution of Censuses and analy81s:of oollected Census
data, those who graduated from universities in‘‘suchki'allied fields
as ecoromiés; mathematics, etc., who' have over 5 years: of ex-
perience in population Btatistics ‘and’ who can ‘be oonsidered as
professional workers in'the field of* pupulation sre eleven .

persons in total: Among the eleven, 8- persons ehgage in Cehsis
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‘”tékiﬁg ahd registered populatioh;mlératlon,:and!3 peféaﬁé are
Eln charge of populatlon estlmate and labor force populatlon.
Begides them, 15 engage in economic statlstlcs and tabulatlon.
Among those who are in charge of oollectlon, prooe881ng
Jand analys1s oftyltal statlstlos, lO persons are employed at
the D1v131on of Health and Welfare Statlstlcs of the Health

st

; and Welfare M1n1ster s Seoretarlat 'of whome 2 are in charge
‘of‘general matters related toxvrtal statlstlos, 7 are of ana-
lys1s of diseases and deaths, and one is of fertrllty.{%ﬁs@h

In Prefectural Governments, those who engane in Census
:and v1tal statlstlcs number approx1matly 3, 200 of whome about
725% are graduates of unlversltles or Junlor oolleges butﬁthelr
speolallzatlon 1s unknown.— It is estlmated that about 15% of
the above total engage regularly in preparatlon and analy81o
u{of demographlo StatlStha. At the tlme of executlon of Natlonal

Censuseo taken every 5 years, almost all of the above statls-

tical workers are mobilized.

~'(2)'! Research institutions

As ‘the national institute for professional demographic,
researches and studies_of;population{prohlems,:there is the
Institute.of -Populstion Problems affiliated.to the Ministry of

‘Health-and Welfare:established in;1939. In;thls lnstitnte{
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there aré 29 réséarch workers éngaging iﬁ'demééraphio analysis
and population studies of whoﬁ‘ZO Qréluniversity gradﬁétes.
Their fields of specialization abt wiiversities are five in
ecohomics and four respectively in socioibgjtéﬁd geography, three
in anthropology, and one each in polifidé,"mediciné,‘history and
home economics,

As another research institute affilié%ed to fhebﬁidistry of
Health and Welfate, the National Institute of Pulbic Health
(established in 1938) is in charge of training of public health
nurses and ‘6ther’ public health workers. For the researches con-
nected with théSeifréiniﬁé pfograms,>émoné'ofher“departments,
there is the Department of Public Health Demogriphy where re-
searches in the field of family”piannihg'mdinly:ffom médical and

" public health viewpoinfs”éfé”béing conducted.

In addition to’éovernméntai institutiSnS above mentioned,
we ‘should mention major privéte institutions which aré exclu-
sively concerned and engaged in population studies, Onée of them
is the Foundation-Institute for Research in Pdpulation Problems
which was established in 1933, This institution is especially
interested in population:policy studies and has made great efforts
for recommending basic poliéy on’populati§n~control,'labor-force
problems,  regional’ development based on’ demographic researches

and - studies,
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Population Problems Research Council of the Mainichi

Newspaper, founded in 1949, shoul@,bg mentioned.as an

institution which has greatly contributed to the dissemi-
.Qationtqf pqpulation knowledge, and also séecifically be
:?noted Phat they have continued to make biennial surveys

on family planning at all costs since 1950. They conducted
.. the 10th survey in 1969,

- Two special study groups are.addedbhere, -One is the-
Demographic Study Group (D.S.G.) which is composed of -
qualified demographers trained in various seiences and
had made broad activities in the field of population. For
~ example, cooperative work with the Population Division,

. [United Nations, particularly revising work of. "Determi- .

nants and Consequences of Population Trends', publications:

.-0of demographic studies in Japan, L This group organization

. was established in 1959 and Dr, M. Tachi represents this

‘group as chairman, -

Another is the..Study Group on Population: Science.

+i: This study group was. initiated by Professor Ryosaburo

Minami in cooperation with Dr, M. Tachi in, 1958. " This
group usually holds a seminar meeting every month :and.-
~has published several hooks' on:population,-.each with: =~
specific problems, for example, urbanization, labor force,
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gfamily plagoing and.so,on.

Some oﬁher_organizaﬁions»and institutions which are partials
4lylipterespe§,in_populatiog or mostly working on information
:aoﬁiyities_}githe field oglpopulation}areAexoludedibe;e;

.(3). employment and in-service training

_.%Ip;postewar preotioe,_§ho§e,who a;eotoioe employed as cent-
ral or local public servants_e:ewin prinoiple_?equired to pass
Athe examination given according to the prov181ons of the National
Public Service Law. Unlvelslty graduates apply for the higher
olass e%aﬁloet;on, and there is no spe01flc clae81flcatlon of
fquallfloatlon for demography. .Those who are employed in the
-?quallfloatlon of law, admlnlstratlon economlcs, mathematlcs,
fstatlstlcs, etc;vare app01nted‘to the posts related to the popu-
yla%idniﬁsiknll . el . e .

For those publlc servants Qho are to.engage in statlstlcal
Hworks, chances are prov1ded to receive 6-month tralnlng in the
;outllne of otatletlcs, plannlng, exeoutlon tabulatlon and analy-

sis of statlstlcal survey, etc. at the Tralnlng Instltute of
Statistical Personnel affiliated to the Blureau of Statistics of

the Office of the Prime Minister. .Among their training curricu-

,1%1um, populatlon statlstlcs 1s 1nc uded as a part

As a general tralnlng organ for publlC servants, the Minist-

Ary of Home Affalrs has the Tralnlng Instltute for Publlc Service

- Personnel and local publlo servants can recelve tralnlng at
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>Z%SV summary

Local Autonomy College. As part ofifheir:ourriouiuh,_iiﬁgheo

hours of lectures are given relating togpopulationaprohlems
Some ‘emall numbers of workers have recelved demographlc

trainlng*abroad"malnly at the Office of’Populatlon Researoh ;

of Princeton University, Brown Univeréi%y,"ﬁhiyersity of

“Chicago and s¢ on in the USA and the Deﬁographic-Training

“ahd Researoh‘Centre in'Bombay, Inaig;

P
Vo

In Japan, those who craduate from unlver81t1eo as demo—
graphic experts are only scarce, and the ones who engage 1n

demographlo statlstlcs are employed as general adﬂlnlstratlve

e

secretarles except few tralned statlbtlcal mathematlclans_who

4are employed for thelr quallflcatlon as profe831onal experts.

Generally, the populatlon workers acqulred deomographlc know-

ledge and technlques through utlllzlng the above—mentloned

tralnlng institutes or through on—the-gob tralnlng on the.-,”

-ha81s of basic knowledge in economics, s001ology, statistics,

. etc. obtained at universities.

Accordingly, there is not yet gystematized special advance-

ment system Spe01flcally for demographlc workers.: However, as

. entloned in Part 1 we may be able to expect staffs in near

future who mlght have reoelved advanoed tralnlng in demography

VR




poury

II. Family planning workers
Up until 1955, the chief motive for family planning in -

Japan was the economic difficulties, but since then it changed

to such modern motive as the need for higher education for

children reflecting increased cultural desires,

Since the Cabinet decision was reached concerning the diss-
emination of contraception in 1951, various dissemination plans
have been established mainly in the Ministry of Health and: Wel-~

fare, and-the Maternal and Child Health Section of the Children

and Family Bureau of the Ministry is presently in charge of the
programs. In Prefectural Governments, pertinent section either
of Heaglth Division or Welfare Division is in charge under whose
jurisdiction.guidance personnels are stationed in Health Centers
and Offices. of Cities, Towns and Villages to provide actual |
guidance for the dissemination of family plamning.

‘Under this network, those who are in charge of family plan-
ning are a part of the official engaging in health administration,
who are composed of general administrative secretaries and techni-
cal personnel in the field of medicine, public hgalth and enyéron—
mental sanitation. -Administrative secretaries are employed as
national or local public servents, among whom most of the uni-
versity graduates are the ones from the fields of law, public

administration, economics, etc. as mentioned above. Almost all
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of the health technical officials are graduates of medical or
public health departments of universities and intiservice trai-
ning programs: for higher professional techniques related to
health administration is available at.the National Institute.
of Public Health.

In the medical faculties-of universities, particularly
among courses in public health, sgome- demographic: courses are
included, and also in the in-service training programs at the
Wationdl Institute of Public Health, lectures on demography
are being given,

In the course of development of family planning’ dissemi--
nation programs in Japan, major contributions’ have béen made
by the cooperative endeavours of various private organizations
and groups rather than by the government or-local public bo-
dies. Amcng them, the Foundatibr-Institute' for the Research
of Population Troblems started what was called "The New Life
Movement" in 1953. In order to keep up with' the rapid’ social
chanéé;.thié;movéméntvaims at the' promotion of family welfare
by establishing new modern human relation in the faimily, where -
family pléﬁnihéiis emphasized as a paft'of'the'fétionalization

process'ofﬁdail& living. This movement was initially experi-

mented in 1éfge—SCale'modérn industrial establishments for the -+ ="

workers and their families, and has been expanding through
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larger part of societies with successful results. Private
activities such as this program are assisted and guided by
demographers and economists, sociologists, physicians, etc.

interested in population problems.
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