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Review of the Regional Medical Vision and Future Supply
of and Demand for Doctors

Yui OHTSU™" and Hiroya OGATA™**

Abstract

In Japan, it has been discussed what the future provision system of health and long-term care should
be, setting 2025 as the immediate target year. 2025 is a symbolic year, when the baby boomer generation will
turn 75 and the needs for health and long-term care are likely to change. It is required that the provision
system of medical services should be adapted to the future demand for them by promoting specialization and
cooperation among medical facilities as well as home medical care.

Under these circumstances, Regional Medical Vision has been made by prefectural governments
based on the “Act to Promote Securing Comprehensive Medical and Long-term Care Services” enacted in
2014. The Regional Medical Vision is the plan for promoting specialization and cooperation among medical
facilities based on the estimated demand for medical services and hospital beds by each area in 2025. In
addition, the future supply of and demand for doctors at the national level was estimated by the Committee on
the Supply of and Demand for Healthcare Workers of the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare in June 2016.

This paper reviews these recent policy trends, focusing on the government estimations and
considers future issues.

Keywords : Regional Medical Vision, Supply and Demand for Doctors, Provision System of Medical Service,
Health Care Workers
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