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Significance and issue of social allowances:
Implications from the child allowance system
and child-rearing allowance system

Ashiya KURODA*®

Abstract

In this paper, it focused on the child allowance and child-rearing allowance, clarified the relationship
between them and other social security benefits, including the historical transition of the system, and
considered significance and function of social allowance.

Although child allowance and child-rearing allowance, on the purpose of the systems, have
common parts, the former is directed to universal benefits, and the latter is directed to a household of one
person parent, provided with the income limit, which is a system that assumes the needs of a relatively
specific income security.

Since social allowance has no relationship between contributions and benefit exists, if social
allowance is more universal system, it has a tendency to deviate from the individual specific needs, and the
impact of financial constraints to social allowance becomes susceptible.

By making it possible to more accurately grasp the individual or household income by My Number
System, social allowance can play an important role as an income security measures, but to design social
allowance in social security system in the future, it is needed to consider the nature of such social allowances.

Keywords : social allowance, child allowance, child-rearing allowance

* Senior Researcher , National Institute of Population and Social Security Research



