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Current Status and Issues of Survivor’s Pension

Yoshimi KIKUCHI*

Abstract

Public Pension has been developed as the core of income security programs in Japan. Among three
benefits, Old-Age Pension, Disability Pension and Survivor’s Pension, Survivor’s Pension has contributed to
maintain the survivors’standard of living and prevent them to sink into poverty. In this article I summarized
historical development, current situation and structure of Survivor’s Pension. By focusing on subsistence
requirement and spouse requirement, the relevance between marriage law and pension law has been clarified.
Then the validity of difference between the sexes in payment requirements has been examined. Necessary
reform should not be hesitated to realize gender equality.

Keywords : Survivor’s Pension, National Pension, Employee’s Pension Insurance, Subsistence Requirement,

Spouse Requirement
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