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New perspectives on women and pension system:

Coping with family care and extending social
insurance to part-time workers

Katsura MARUYAMA*

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the pension system for women, with focusing on caregiver

credits and to expand the eligibility for social insurance in the context of future reforms to the Japanese public

pension system. The summary of the results is as follows:

1.

The current pension system assumes that after retirement, wives rely on husbands for their
income and that wives over the pensionable age receive a derived pension proportional to their
husband’s pension benefit. Under the current system, the only compensation received by unpaid
caregivers is based on their marital status and their own employment status. Some countries
reformed the women’s pension system to provide for individuals who spend time out of the
workforce caring for dependent children and sick or elderly relatives.

As regards childcare credits, attention must be paid to avoid influencing women’s labor
incentives, which is an implication relevant to Japan. It is also necessary to reform the entire
pension system, including the system of category-3 insured persons.

It is important to expand the eligibility for social insurance for workers with fixed-term
employment contracts and introduce a minimum pension for low-income households.

Keywords : category-3 insured persons, poverty rate, childcare credit, expand the eligibility for social

insurance
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