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Theoretical Foundation of Social Policy for Caring

Shuhei IKAT*

Abstract

Since the 1970s, building a social support system for the people with difficulties that incorporates the
complexity of their daily life problems has been long considered urgent. Social policy, however, has not yet
succeeded in adapting itself to the above complexity. It is partly because the significance of the social support
based on the life model has not yet been theorized properly in social policy. By examining the three support
models in social policy (the life model, the social security model, and the medical model), this article explains
the mechanisms that the life model was gradually taking over the two other models in terms of efficiency after
the 1970s. It also discusses what kind of problems this life model-based social policy should tackle.
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