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The Feature of The Public and Household Education Expenditure
at Primary and Secondary Level of Japan Among OECD Countries

SUETOMI Kaori*

Abstract

The purpose of this article is to grasp the e feature of the public and household education
expenditure at primary and secondary level of Japan among OECD Countries. Focusing on GDP, Japan’s public
spending on education ranked the lowest class. However, expenditure per student is the average level of
OECD. Also, the share of household expenditure is not so high.

The analysis that public expenditure reduced the share of the household expenditure doesn’t show
clear relevance. However, Japan has increased public expenditure of education through the fee free policy of
high schools started 2010, and the household expenditure share has declined.

OECD data doesn'’t provide the cost of extracurricular activities, therefore the analysis of domestic
data of Japan is required. The effect of the fee free policy of high schools has decayed from 2010 to 2018 and
the expenditure gap between the lowest household and the richest household is not improved. “Equity” at
the both education expenditure and cash benefits to children and youth should be improved to narrow the gap.

Keywords : Primary and Secondary Education, Public Education Expenditure, Household Education
Expenditure, Cash Benefits to Children, Fee Free Policy of High Schools, The Cost of
Extracurricular Activities
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