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A Study on the Creation of the Publicly Funded Healthcare
System for Liver Cancer and Decompensated Liver Cirrhosis

Toshiki ONO*

Abstract

In Japan, as special systems for the universal public health insurance, various systems of publicly
funded health care covering such as specific diseases have been implemented.

In such a situation, according to requests for many years from groups of hepatitis patients, research
promotion project for treating liver cancer and decompensated liver cirrhosis was introduced as part of the
comprehensive hepatitis control measure in December 2018. This project aims to build a system for
promoting research of treating liver cancer and decompensated liver cirrhosis, while lowering medical
expenses of patients of these diseases. In this project, patients who meet income requirements and have
histories of frequent expensive hospitalization can get medical expenses subsidy by the public.

This paper gives an account of the creating process, the concept and the outline of this project and
points out the evaluation and issues of this project to help consider publicly funded health care in future.

Keywords : Publicly Funded Health Care, Medical Expenses Subsidy, Comprehensive Hepatitis Control
Measures, Research Promotion Project for Treating Liver Cancer and Decompensated Liver
Cirrhosis
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