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Information of the People, by the People, for the People:
Liberty and Scope of Personal Information

Takehiro OHYA*

Abstract

Since privacy has its root in self-ownership as is shown in the original paper of Warren & Brandesis, it
must be faced with the others to be coordinated when extended to the outside of one’s body, as in the case of
labor shown in the Lockean Proviso, or abortion in the successive cases in the United States. Introducing the
notion of aspect in the philosophy of Ludwig Wittgenstein to differentiate between personal information of / by
/ for oneself, the author criticized the idea of the Rights to be Forgotten, incorporated into the GDPR, to
ignore the difference both between the aspects of information, and information itself with its annotation.
Problems caused by inaccurate or inappropriate annotation can, and shall, be solved by more data basis.
Referring to the republican liberty as non-domination, proposed as to connect both the positive and negative
understanding of liberty, the author proposed to understand the objective of personal information protection as
to secure liberty from arbitrary or excessive control of others. In conclusion, the author insisted that the non-
domination of information can be secured by plurality of the subject of judgment or by severing the relation
between the information itself and its subject, typically realized by aggregation and anonymization.

Keywords : Privacy, Self-Ownership, Right to be Forgotten, Annotation, Non-Domination
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