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Potentialities of
‘Community-Based Child-Rearing Support Centers’
within the Comprehensive Support System
for Children and Child-Rearing

Maki HASHIMOTO*

Abstract

This article examines the possibilities of ‘Community-Based Child-Rearing Support Centers’
(CCSC) within the Comprehensive Support System for Children and Child-Rearing. First, it reviews the
process and functions of CCSC from the time it was founded to being in its current position as a child-rearing
support service in local communities within the Support System for Children and Child-Rearing. Second, the
potentialities of CCSC within the Comprehensive Support System for Children and Child-Rearing are
discussed after outlining the actual situation of access to the CCSC of families with particular needs access
CCSC, how support services are offered to them, and the practice of Meeting Places in Flanders Region in
Belgium. The article concludes by suggesting that, CCSC, through its collaboration with municipal general
family support centres, has the potentials for (1) linking families with particular needs to appropriate services;
and (2) creating opportunities for families who had not used CCSC before to access its particular service so
that it can prompt them to utilize CCSC. Furthermore, CCSC may help to reduce the stigma often felt by
families with young children in accessing welfare services. However, it should be noted that the following
points must be valued if operational integration of CCSC and municipal general family support centres were to
be realized: collective functions of management; a mutual respect for each other’s principles, functions etc.,
and the acknowledgement of the complementary nature of these centres.

Keywords : Community-Based Child Rearing Support Center, Comprehensive Child Rearing Support,
Meeting Place, Belgium Flanders Region
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