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Public Expenditure on Early Childhood Education and Care of
Japan before and after the Implementation of the
Comprehensive Support System for Children and Child-Rearing
:Trial Estimation as of FY 2015 and International Comparison

Junko TAKEZAWA*

Abstract

In this paper, firstly, the change in early childhood education and childcare expenditure (hereinafter
referred to as “ECEC expenditure”) before and after the implementation of the new Comprehensive Support
System for Children and Child-rearing was confirmed from the Financial Statistics of Social Security (OECD
Social expenditure), and discussed the under-reporting and double-counting problems regarding the Statistics
then estimated ECEC expenditure of FY2015 in order to solve the technical problems . Secondly, the
relationship between the level of ECEC expenditure and quantitative and qualitative indicators was examined
after the implementation by international comparison.

According to estimates, the ECEC expenditure (FY 2015) of Japan was 0.60%of GDP, which was
the same level as Germany but half level as Nordic countries and France. It will exceed 0.8%due to future
plans for free of charge for early childhood education and childcare.

Based on international comparison, the full-time equivalent participation rate for 0-to2-years-olds in
childcare of Japan, taking into consideration average hours during a usual week was 60%equivalent to France,
but the ECEC expenditure ratio to GDP of Japan was half of that of the country. It is necessary to verify
whether the quality of childcare, which is essential to healthy development of children, is not sacrificed by
providing a large amount of services with small inputs.

Keywords : Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC), Financial Statistics of Social Security in Japan,
Local Government Independent Project, International Comparison
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