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A Comparative Study of Child Allowance /Family Allowance:
Sweden, France, United Kingdom and Japan

Aki ASAT*

Abstract

How was the difference between child allowance / family allowances established? In this paper, I
compared the background, history, idea and purpose of how child allowance / family allowance was formed, in
Sweden, France, UK, Japan. To classify the introduction of them, I show two perspectives. First, whether they
are for the purpose of increase in the fertility rate. In Sweden and France, the birthrate improvement was
clearly regarded as one of these objectives. Britain had a norm to suppress the role of the state, so child
allowance was kept to a minimum. Discussions on birthrate tended to be avoided in Japan. Also, at that time
the declining birthrate was not yet captured as a social problem. Secondly, it is the difference of actor of child
allowance / family allowances. In Sweden and Japan, bureaucrats and politicians created ideas for these child
allowances and aimed to form institutions from above. In France and the UK, child allowances / family
allowances were institutionalized by social movements and complaints by labor unions. Therefore, in both
countries “from the bottom” movement is important. From these above perspectives, I consider the
introduction pattern of child allowance / family allowances in this paper.

Keywords : Child Allowance, Sweden, France, United Kingdom, Japan
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