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Significance of the Medical Corporation Accounting Standards
for Revision of Government-Controlled Medical Fees

Satoshi EBIHARA*

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the effects of the Medical Corporation Accounting Standards
on setting government controlled medical fees. In Japan, the government regulates medical fees covered by
the National Health Insurance. To determine medical fees appropriately, the government needs information
on medical institutions’economic conditions. The government has used the results of Survey on Economic
Condition in Health Care to collect those information. However, for three reasons, those results could not
show medical institutions’ economic conditions appropriately. First, because the survey collects income
information mainly, we cannot find financial conditions of medical institutions clearly. Second, because the
survey does not show a guideline for calculation to medical institutions, we cannot find if amounts answered by
medical institutions are calculated precisely. Third, because the survey collects accounting information for one
medical institution, we cannot find economic synergies for operate multiple institutions. In 2015, the Medical
Care Law was amended, and large medical corporations are now required to prepare their financial statements
complied with the Medical Corporation Accounting Standards and to be audited them by certified public
accountants or audit firms. By using these audited financial statements, the government will be able to assess
the financial conditions of medical corporations more accurately. Financial statements prepared by medical
corporations’have not utilized sufficiently so far. It is the merit of this paper to show one possibility of
utilization of medical corporations’financial statements.

Keywords : Medical Corporation Accounting Standards, Surveys on Economic Conditions in Health Care,
medical fees, compliance, reporting unit
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