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Collaboration between the Welfare Services for People
with Disability and the Criminal Justice System:
An International Comparative Study of
Support Services for Offenders with Disability

Masahiko MIZUTO*

Abstract

While the Japanese criminal justice system has options of diversion from incarceration, they are
often not applicable for aged offenders and offenders with disability therefore there are a large number of
elderly inmates and inmates with disability in this country’s prison system. Since these offenders have
multiple and complex support needs, welfare support services including disability services are required. Post-
release support provided by welfare services started in late 2000s, and support services for suspects and
defendants with special needs have been developed recently. There are many lessons we can learn from the
service responses for this client population applied in other countries, namely a design of systemic
collaboration and theories of support in the disability service field. On the other hand, it is necessary to take
precautions from international experiences about disability services utilised as detention. Practitioners need
to realize that the recent service development for this client population in Japan has a strong connection with
the criminal justice policy based on crime prevention and control for public protection and their service should
not become a virtual criminal justice agent.
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