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Disability Employment Policy in Japan for Employment
for All - Cross Sectional Challenges

Yuichiro HARUNA*

Abstract

Disability employment policy, system and services in Japan and attitude among employers have
drastically changed in these two decades, making ‘Employment for All’ realistic social goal. However, the
change is not necessarily recognized in other disability fields such as medical, welfare or education. This paper
identified the most unrecognized three points; (1) Evidence of workability despite of disabilities and
according system and service reform, (2) Points of supports to realize active workers with disabilities, and
(3) Cross sectional challenges to realize Employment for All. The changes in Japan have not necessarily been
driven by formal laws or system, but informal human relationship among supporters and professionals in each
community. Like other countries, these changes have potentials for total reformation of disability social
security policy.

Keywords : Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, Reasonable Accommodation, Disability
Employment, Supported Employment, Multi-Sectional Cooperation

* Principal Investigator National Institute of Vocational Rehabilitation



