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Welfare Induced Migration of the Elderly and
Long-term Care Insurance System

Katsuyoshi NAKAZAWA*

Abstract

In Japan, there is a shortage of long-term care facilities for the elderly and families are having
difficulty supporting the elderly at home. Thus, the elderly in Japan often want to move to municipalities that
have a greater availability in long-term care facilities. From above mentioned background, this study
investigates “Welfare migration” hypothesis in Japan. First, I check the net number of inter-prefectural
immigration of the early-stage and late-stage elderly in the Tokyo metropolitan area. The early-stage elderly
widely scatters from the Tokyo metropolitan area. On the other hand, the late-stage elderly moves from
Tokyo prefecture to Saitama, Chiba, and Kanagawa prefectures. Moreover, the elderly moves from the other
prefecture to these three prefectures. Then, I calculate net migration data using available plural statistical
materials and estimate the welfare migration hypothesis of the elderly in municipality level. Regression
results for the late-stage elderly are clearer than the early-stage regression results. The fits of the regressions
are high when compared with the early-stage regression results. Coefficient of long-term care facility is
positively significant. In particular, the triggering effect of long-term care facilities on late-stage migration is
stronger and more significant than the effect for early-stage. Finally, I run the estimation of the relationship
between elderly migration and the status of long-term care of municipality. The result shows that the
municipality which the late-stage elderly flows in is worsen the long-term care status against the institutional
design.

Keywords : Welfare Migration, Long-Term Care Insurance System, Late-Stage Elderly
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