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Narratives of Alleged Child Abusers Showing Problems
in Japan’s Approach to Child Protection

Kayoko UENO*

Abstract

Based on comparative studies of conditions in wealthy countries, Freymond and Cameron identify
three different systems for dealing with child abuse: child protection, community care, and family service. This
paper builds on Freymond and Cameron’s classification to consider Japan’s child abuse prevention policy.
Examination of laws, legislation and policy guidelines shows that child protection in Japan relies primarily on
mandatory reporting as well as on the investigation and surveillance of risky parents that characterizes the
child protection system. Interviews with six mothers who experienced child removal due to alleged abuse
show difficulties associated with child protection in Japan because child abuse is too broadly defined and
because parents may admit abuse in order to have children returned to their care. The interviews show that
parents may avoid seeking professional help and advice because all case details are supposed to be recorded
and reported to authorities. This paper recommends urgent change to the Japanese child protection system
through adopting the merits of community care system and family service system, narrowing the definition of
child abuse and tailoring non-stigmatizing child care for individual families. It is suggested that, instead of
attempting to alter individual behavior to make better parents, welfare services should encourage alternative
child care and reduce risk factors for child abuse such as poverty, unemployment and inappropriate housing.

Keywords : Child Abuse, Reporting, Child Protection System, Japan
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