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Child Protection in a Universal Welfare State:
The Case of Finland, Lastensuojelu

Chino YABUNAGA*

Abstract

Child Protection in Finland aims to ensure the childs’ safe environment, balanced development and
necessary special care. The best interests of the child is the main core value. Finnish child protection is
managed within the‘family service oriented’ Nordic model instead of a legalistic justice model. Particularly
Finland takes a broad view of child protection, emphasizing the importance of preventative measures with
various social services in the community named as “open care (community care)”. Placement of children and
young people outside the home is the last resort for child protection. The number of clients who receive
support in open care is nearly four times higher than those who are placed out-of-home in 2015. Foster care is
the primary option for placement outside the home. The foster care case accounts for about 40 percent of the
out-of-home placed case in the same year.

Open care was introduced during the 1980s and it promoted social work to family. After the 2000s,
early intervention and family work is promoted with the changing economic situation and diversified family
structure.

Keywords : Open Care, Family Work, Early Intervention, Preventive Child Protection, Nordic Universal
Welfare States
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