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Transitioning in Out-of-Home Children and Background from 2000
—Statistical Data 2000 to 2015——

Kiyoko MIWA*

Abstract

In Japan, examining a number of responses to child abuse has been rapidly increasing since 1990.
And since 2000, Out-of-home care also has increased. We would predict if examining a number of responses to
child abuse increases, Out-of-home care will also increase. So, we need to know about the present condition of
Japan’s system of Out-of-home care. The purpose of this paper is to analyse the present condition by survey in
statistics from 2000 to 2015 for Out-of-home care and to examine the background. The results, although
Foster care children have increased since 2000, there has been a 20 % of rise in Family Home care. Also, from
2009 the number of newly fostered children has remained fixed. Residential care facilities’ number has
increased, but children in Residential care have been decreasing and Out-of-home care has decreased. This
has caused Residential care to change from large- to small-scale. And the children who don’t need out-of-
home care have been increasing. But they still need help. So Child Protection Service staff will become more
and more overloaded, and it will be hard for Foster care to make progress.

Keywords : Examining a Number of Responses to Child Abuse, Out-of-Home Care, Statistics, Foster Care,
Residential Care
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