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“Social Foster Care System in Japan:
Considering Practical Experiences in Actual Field”

Kiyoshi MIYAJIMA*

Abstract

This paper introduces the foster social care system at Japan with the actual stories from the practical
field. It provides insight on what causes the problems of Japan foster system, as well as how to deal with them
based on first hand research in combination of published government and research documents.

In Japan, Public or private facility provide the majority of the social care while social care at home is
not yet a mainstream. Because most facilities not located on population density, biological parents often feel
difficult to find “appropriate” foster parents in a convenient manner. Also, due to the poor quality of
community welfare, children often time lose connection with their biological parents after children received
care. On the other hand, the initiative from government of long term cares focuses on efficiency, meaning to
“accelerate process”, instead of allowing “children’s own time” during the fostering process.

From the past a few years, the efforts from government to increase household care have started.
However, the need and voice to reform the Japan social system did not translate into practical actions. There
are also other concerns in the process too. The author of this paper is expressing concerns over the fact that
exclude original parents in social foster. As conclusion, the author thinks the situation of each child and family
is unique, thus we need to make supporting plans customized to each family. The author urges Japanese
government to assure and bring up more resources needed to carry out care for children as well as foster
parent and non-biological parent.
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