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Developments and Future Challenges of Social Welfare Policy for
Children Requiring Aid: With a Focus on Social Care in Japan

Reiho KASHIWAME*

Abstract

After the Second World War, social welfare policy for children requiring aid was established based on
the prefectural welfare placement system, and its development was pursued within the framework of the
government’s public responsibility theory. Then, from the 1990s, forced intervention policy, for families aimed
at protecting children’s rights, and specialized support, such as trauma care and family reunification, were
strengthened for children requiring aid, while at the same time childrearing support measures centered on
municipalities were developed widely based on the principle of social solidarity. As a result, we have now
reached a third period of reform, in which there is a remarkable division between (1) intervention and
specialized support measures at the prefectural level and (2) support measures for children and childrearing
at the municipal level.

A major challenge for child and family welfare will be to integrate (1) social welfare policy for
children requiring aid based on the principles of intervention and specialized support and (2) support
measures for children and childrearing centered on the provision of support, in a multi-layered manner while
positioning municipalities at the center.

Keywords : Social Welfare Policy for Children Requiring Aid, Social Care, Support Measures for Children and
Childrearing, Child and Family Welfare
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