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The “Small Household” in Japanese Family Sociology

Yoshitaka IKEOKA*

Abstract

This paper examines some of the arguments that sociologists studying the Japanese family have
been engaged in regarding the increase in small households and social security. The discussions considered
are the “nuclear family controversy” of about 50 years ago and the discussion in the 1920s around the work of
Teizo Toda, who was a founder of Japanese Family Sociology. It can be confirmed that even at these two quite
distant times, there were arguments over the necessity for social security for small households. Therefore,
when considering the current problem of the increase in the number of small households and the expansion of
social security, it can be said that it is necessary to consider these old but important arguments.
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