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Single Mother Households and Child Maltreatment:
Including Thoughts on Depression
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Abstract

It has been stated that the incidence of child maltreatment in single mother households is higher
than in two parent households according to some surveys in Japan. However, the reasons of this difference
have not yet been studied theoretically and statistically. First, this paper tries to make it clear how different
household conditions linked with child maltreatment occurrences through a cross section analysis.
Additionally, using data from “The National Survey on Social Security and People’s Life”, this paper presents
a multivariable analysis of depression, which is oftentimes thought to be the main factor of child maltreatment
occurrence and the prevalence of which is different between the two type households. The results show that
SES such as income and the amount of support from family and relatives can explain the differences
significantly. Also, this paper theoretically considers the factors of child abuse occurrence and the reasons why
there is disparity in the incidence of child abuse and mother’s depression between two type households.
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